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architecture. 
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Meet Li Tiehu, a Capital 
Museum researcher with an 
eye for the past. 
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of the 1,300th anniversary 
of Li Bai’s birth, the 
greatest romantic poet of 
the Tang Dynasty. 
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City to Investors: 
No Need to Worry 


Beijing won’t pull the plug on preferen- 
tial policies to foreign investors with Chi- 
na’s entry to WTO, a city official said on 
Monday 

The capital city will build a better 
investment environment, pledged Vice 
Mayor Zhang Mao, soliciting foreign in- 
vestment in high-tech ventures and infra- 
structure projects. There would be no new 
preferential policies, he said. 

The vice mayor proclaimed foreign in- 
vestment procedures would be stream- 
lined. He made the pronouncement at the 
fifth session of the 11th Beijing People’s 
Congress. 

In 2001, 159 of the world’s top 500 ven- 
tures had invested in Beijing and by last September a total 5,049 
foreign-funded enterprises had become operational in Beijing. 

The capital encourages multinational corporations to establish 
their regional headquarters and research and development centers 
in the city. (Xinhua) Photo by Chen Tieliang 



Bye Bye Bar Street 
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City prepares to 
develop Sanlitun 



City Vice Mayor 
Zhang Mao 
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Sanlitun , once a small village 
three li from Dongzhimen gate, 
is today a popular tourist attrac- 
tion Photos by Qu Liyan 
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Ghost of Enron 

Beijing office seems to vanish, 
accountants out for meetings 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Enron has vanished from Beijing and nobody seems to know 
where it went. The monster oil corp which once boasted offices in 
every corner of the globe seems to have packed up six months ago 
and left without a trace. 

Before bankruptcy, the oil, gas and power giant ranked 16th on 
the Fortune 500 list, with an annual turnover exceeding $100.7 
billion. The company posted major losses on Oct. 16 and declared 
bankruptcy on December 2. 

The collapse cost the life savings of thousands of US workers 
and the scandal reverberates through the White House, the stock 
market, Arthur Andersen Accounting Agency and the suicide of a 
top Enron executive. But in Beijing today, Enron is a ghost com- 
pany. 

The Enron website mentions the Chengdu Cogen Project, a co- 
operative joint venture with Sichuan Electric Power Company in 
Chengdu, Sichuan Province. The 284-megawatt coal-fired power 
plant was expected to convert to natural gas three years after 
opening operations. Its fate is unknown. 

Beijing Today tried to track down the ghost. 

Hunting headquarters 

Our reporter first contacted the commercial office of the US Em- 
bassy in Beijing and was given two telephone numbers for the 
Silver Tower office building at the southeast corner of San Yuan 
junction on the Third Ring Road. 

But when his reporter called, he was told Enron had moved out 
of its headquarters. The office in the Silver Tower along the eastern 
third ring road now belongs to two new companies: Berlington Re- 
sources and Jian Yu Lu Yang. 

At the embassy’s recommendation, Beijing Today contacted the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Beijing. A representative, who 
gave her name only as Yin and declined further identification, told 
Beijing Today Enron had once been involved in China’s oil and gas 
exploration industry. 

“Enron used to be our member in previous years,” she said. “But 
they did not register their annual membership in the new year, 
thus withdrawing from any contact with our chamber.” 

Yin apologized saying she could not provide any information on 
Enron China. “We renew our members’ profiles on a yearly basis, 
which means we don’t have any information on Enron China at all.” 
Beijing Today called Beijing Silver Tower Real Estate Develop- 
ment, the property owner of Silver Tower. “Enron China moved out 
six months ago. We do not know where the company is now,” a Sil- 
ver Tower Real Estate Development office spokeswoman said. 
Beijing Today called the US Embassy again, seeking an interview. 
“We can only provide you these telephone numbers and we can- 
not give any comments on this issue at this particular time,” said a 
commercial office employee. 

Bookkeepers gone to meetings 

Still seeking any Enron information, Beijing Today contacted 
Arthur Andersen, the oil giant’s accountants at their office in the 
China World Trade Tower in Beijing. 

Shortly after the scandal broke, Arthur Andersen Beijing had 
issued a press release stressing the company’s cooperation with US 
investigating agencies on the case and stating it would not affect 
its business in China. 

“All our heads at all levels are gathering for meetings this week 
and I cannot arrange any interview with our management group,” 
said Echo Chen, marketing assistant in the company’s Beijing of- 
fice. 

“But I’ll inform you if our boss wants to make any remarks some 
day in the future,” said Chen. 

Arthur Andersen has been in China since 1979. 

On the occasion of the spring festival, Beijing Today 
will merge the February 8 and February 15 editions as 
a special issue with 24 pages. The issue will be off the 
press on February 8. 
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The plan under 
consideration is to 
replace the 
popular bar strip 
with hotels, 
residential 
housing, office 
buildings and any 
of today’s bars 
that want to 
reopen in a new 
entertainment 
complex 



1. Sanlitun North Bar Street 

2. Sanlitun South Bar Street 

3. Workers’ Stadium 

4. City Hotel 

5. Auto Parts Street 

6. Zhaolong Hotel 

7. Gongti Beilu 

8. Changhong junction 

9. East Third Ring Road 


By Annette Kossow 

F ive years of rumors finally 
ended with the announce- 
ment this week that Beijing 
is to demolish south Sanli- 
tun bar street in favor of office, resi- 
dential and entertainment buildings. 

“It is difficult to give the exact time 
when work will begin,” said Liu Yong, 
director of Sanlitun Subdistrict Of- 
fice. But south bar street would be 
gone by the end of the year, Liu pre- 
dicted. 

Residents of three Nan Sanlitun 
buildings were told their unsafe 1950s 
housing would be demolished. About 
60 percent have accepted their com- 
pensation and moved out. More res- 
idents will be moving out at spring 
festival, said Wu Xue, a resident of 
East Building No. 6 of Nan Sanlitun. 

Sanlitun No. 1 Primary School and 
the Beijing Institute of Clothing Tech- 
nology-attached middle school will 
also be demolished. 

“When the comprehensive facilities 
are completed, then the two schools 
might move back,” said Liu. 

South Sanlitun will be redevel- 
oped by the Chaoyangqu Real Estate 
and Beijing Jushi Real Estate com- 
panies. The blueprint at a recent 
city committee meeting calls for resi- 
dential housing, office buildings and 
“Paris City”, an entertainment-cum- 
bar complex. 

“The first and second floor of the 
future Paris City will gather a group 
of bars, and the old Sanlitun bars can 
also come back,” said Liu. 

Meanwhile a new bar district “All 
Nations Customs Garden” might open 
in Chaoyang Park, said a planning 
management bureau official of Cha- 
oyang District. 

“But this is just speculation. Noth- 
ing substantial is on the table,” said 
Liu. Since its presentation at a recent 
city planning meeting, the bar street 
blueprint has been forwarded to the 
Planning Commission for final exam- 
ination and approval. 

Full Link Group plans to develop 
north Sanlitun bar street “in the un- 
decided future”, said Liu. This does 
not necessarily mean the north bar 
street will be demolished, he said. He 
did not rule out the possibility. 
Owners eye future 

Hearing his historic street would 
be demolished, the owner of Huxley’s 


Bar said he found this hard to believe. 
“It will be very difficult to retain the 
essential character and reputation of 
this street,” said Gao Lei. 

Durty Nellies bar owner Li Yusong 
said he would just build a bigger bar 
if the old one had to be destroyed. “I 
will make my decision in the future 
when things are clearer. Nobody in 
the bar street right now knows the 
future. We don’t know the plan.” 

Huxley’s patron Clinton Frikken 
seemed unimpressed. “I’d prefer the 
bar street wasn’t knocked down,” he 
said. “Just rebuild the original build- 
ings. Also I don’t want an expensive 
comprehensive building offering ex- 
pensive drinks. 

“And if the bar street has to be 
pulled down, the whole street should 
all move together, so people can jump 
from one bar to the other in one 
night.” 

Another Huxley’s drinker who re- 
fused to be named said he worried 
about whether the original character 
of the bar streetmight be lost. 

Residents ready 

“This moving will bring better 
housing conditions, because it is sure- 
ly not very comfortable for living in 
the unsafe buildings and surround- 
ed by noise sometimes,” said Wu Shi- 
fan, a 54-year-old resident living in 
the East Building No. 6 of Nan Sanli- 
tun. 

“Residents, especially those who 
have larger housing and can obtain 
compensation of more than 
6,000-8,000 yuan per square meter 
feel satisfied to move.” 

He will move to Panjiayuan at 
spring festival. “The facilities and the 
area of the new house are much bet- 
ter than the old one,” he said. 

Wu Xue, 22, has lived next to Durty 
Nellies Irish Pub for seven years. She 
said when a foreigner was killed in a 
scuffle outside a bar in the spring of 
1999, it panicked some residents. 

Bar street noise at weekends used 
to upset residents about five or six 
years ago until new measures were 
introduced, said Mr. Yuan, a manag- 
er at Comma Bar. Now residents have 
few complaints, he claimed. 

“Sanlitun Bar Street didn’t come 
into shape by government policy” 
said Yuan. It has existed for 10 years 
and left a deep impression on both 
Chinese and foreigners”. 
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Beijing Transportation Center 
Aims to Ease Congestion 


By Xiao Rong 

The new Beijing Transpor- 
tation Development Research 
Center (BTDRC) came into being 
last week to act as a think tank 
to the Beijing Municipal gov- 
ernment in solving the capital’s 
transportation problems. 

Focusing on the overall plan- 
ning, construction, operation and 
management of Beijing’s trans- 
portation system, the center aims 


to map out a long-term trans- 
portation strategy for the capi- 
tal, according to Quan Yongshen, 
director of BTDRC. 

“Besides long-term planning 
and operation, a monitoring 
system will also be set up to ana- 
lyze the status of urban transpor- 
tation so that instant adjustments 
can be made in times of emer- 
gency,” Quan told Beijing Today. 

Quan also emphasized that the 


center will try to attract excel- 
lent human resources worldwide 
by promoting a flexible employ- 
ment system. Experts in the field 
of transportation planning and 
management will be appointed to 
be responsible for specific projects 
after assessment by the executive 
council of the center. 

The restructuring of the track 
traffic program in Beijing will be 
an important task of the center in 


the near future, said Quan. 

Research on key transporta- 
tion policy, solutions to some 
transportation bottlenecks like 
Zhongguancun and CBD area, 
and the emergency capacity of 
urban transportation facilities are 
the other focuses of the center. 

Statistics show that the total 
amount of motor-driven vehicles 
in Beijing reached 1,698,500 in 
2001, with an annual increase 


of over 15% in the past ten 
years. Among the rapid growth of 
motor-driven vehicles, the annual 
increase of privately owned auto- 
mobiles ranged from 40% to 50%. 

“The total population of 13 mil- 
lion in Beijing as well as the sharp 
increase of motor-driven vehicles 
have exerted great pressure on 
the transportation system of the 
city, which led to the founding of 
the center,” said Quan. 


Crackdown Launched on 
Illegal Motorcycles 

By Ivy Zhang 

A campaign has been launched against the illegal purchase and 
driving of motorcycles by foreign students in Beijing. Specific mea- 
sures were declared at a special meeting this Tuesday. 

People from Division of Exit-Entry Administration of Beijing 
Public Security Bureau (DEEABPSB), Beijing Traffic Control 
Bureau and foreign affairs office of universities and colleges in 
Beijing were present at the meeting. 

There are currently 20,000 plus foreign students in Beijing. In 
a survey conducted among 20 colleges and universities in Haidian 
district in 2001, a total of 65 motorcycles were found without license 
plates. “We’ve come to a critical time: non-licensed motorcycles must 
be cleared,” said a spokesman from DEEABPSB. 

Existing motorcycles in the possession of foreign students are 
either handed down from departing students or purchased from the 
black market surrounding the campus. The bikes are mostly worn- 
out and in poor working condition without legal plates (bearing no 
plate or fake plate bought from Hebei province bearing the char- 
acter indicating Hebei X). Most foreign students have no driver’s 
license issued by the Chinese authorities. 

Foreign students driving non-licensed motorcycles have caused 
serious problems. From September 2000 to the end of 2001, 13 
motorcycle accidents occurred. 

To address this situation, motorcycles on campus and the black 
market are to be targeted. Traffic control on the road will be 
enhanced during a two-month-long consolidated clear up (from Feb- 
ruary 1 to March 31). 

Chinese Regulations on Motorcycles 

General articles: 

* An automotive vehicle is forbidden to run on the road if it has 
no license plate or driver’s license issued by vehicle administrations 
after undergoing examinations. 

Articles on motorcycles: 

* Maximum speed limit: Two-wheel and three-wheel motorcycles, 
when running in the city’s streets, cannot exceed the speed of 50 
km/hr. While on main roads, the limit is 60 km/hour. Light motorcy- 
cles can’t exceed 30 km/hr. 

* Motorcycles with Beijing plate or a plate issued by other 
cities than Beijing is prohibited to run on roads within the boundary 
of the fourth ring road (exclusive of side roads). 

* Motorcycles bearing plates issued by other cities than Beijing 
can run within the fifth ring road but a driving permit is needed. 
Articles on plate registration: 

* A Person who is resident for more than one year may apply for 
motorcycle registration by presenting a “Residence Permit”. 

* People should purchase second-hand motorcycles through the 
second-hand motorcycle transaction market and handle ownership 
transfer within 30 days. 

Fines: 

* According to related regulations, those who drive automotive 
vehicles without a driver’s license shall be detained within 15 days 
and a fine of less than 200 yuan shall be imposed. 

* Those who drive automotive vehicles without a license plate or 
permit shall be fined less than 50 yuan or given a warning. In addi- 
tion, the driver’s license can be evoked for three months. 

(Excerpts) 


Mainland and Hong Kong 
Build Free Trade Area 


By Shan Jinliang 

Hong Kong Financial Secre- 
tary Mr. Antony Leung consulted 
with Chinese Foreign Trade Vice- 
Minister An Min in Beijing last 
Saturday to discuss a new Free 
Trade Area between the Main- 
land and Hong Kong. Subjects 
covered included barter trade, 
service trade and investment 
facilitation. 

Besides the Mainland-Hong 
Kong Free Trade Area, Premier 
Zhu Rongji said China was plan- 
ning to establish a free trade 
area with ASEAN (Association of 
South and East Asia Nations) in 
a 2001 November ASEAN confer- 
ence. The Mainland-Hong Kong 
Free Trade Area would serve as 
the prolog to a free trade area 
between China and ASEAN, said 
Wang Songqi, deputy director of 
the Financial Research Center at 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. 

Leung’s Beijing visit was to 
implement the suggestion by 
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region 
Tung Chee-hwa, which was pro- 


posed to the central government 
last December. The scheme was 
widely seen as an attempt to 
resuscitate the slumping Hong 
Kong economy. The two sides 
agreed to meet again in Hong 
Kong in March. 

The two sides will levy no tar- 
iffs on each other, according to 
Wang’s prediction, and will work 
closer on financial services to 
facilitate trade, he said. 

Theoretically speaking, the 
free trade area will be more 
likely to be initiated from the 
Pearl River Delta in Guangdong 
Province said Wang. With its 
rich experience in finance and 
transport, Hong Kong will see a 
robust economy when it is com- 
bined with Guangdong Prov- 
ince, with advantages in the 
manufacturing industry and the 
sharply rising rich consumer 
group, said Hong Kong’s Chief 
Secretary for Administration 
Donald Tsang. 

Experts say the Pearl River 
Delta has supported Hong Kong’s 
service industry with finance, port 
and trade at the core. 
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By Xiao Rong 

The fantasy of running 
a light railway through a 
building will come true this 
year in the downtown area of 
Beijing. 

The Xizhimen station of 
Beijing Light Railway, which 
was originally planned to be 
built underground, will have 
to be constructed over ground 
to save project expenses. 
According to the new plan, 
the line will pass through the 
command center of the light 
railway. 

A flyover is currently 
under construction, passing 
through the space between 
the third and fourth floor 
of the command center. To 


guarantee the safety of the 
building, measures to reduce 
vibration and noise have been 
taken during the construc- 
tion. 

“It’s routine to put light 
railway stations located in 
downtown areas under- 
ground to minimize construc- 
tion disturbance to urban 
traffic. But it will also cost 
more this way,” said Cui 
Zhijie, general engineer of 
Beijing Urban Engineering 
Design & Research Institute, 
also chief designer of the light 
railway project. 

About 100 million yuan 
will be saved by moving the 
Xizhimen station over 
ground, according to Cui. 


“However, restructuring of 
the command center is nec- 
essary because of the change. 
But due to space restrictions, 
we will have to split the com- 
mand center by running the 
light railway through it.” 

“Noise screens and 
strengthening blocks will be 
set up along the tracks of the 
light railway,” said Cui. “And 
we will try to minimize the 
side effects of the new plan 
to the nearby Xizhimen traf- 
fic hot spot.” 

Of the 16 stations of the 
urban light railway, only 
Dongzhimen station, the ter- 
minus, will remain under- 
ground according to the new 
plan, said Cui. 


Former Sports Stars Promote 
Non-profit Program 



Moses presents a gift to Mr. Joannis, ambassador of Greece to P.R.C. 

Photo by Chen Shuyi 


By Xiao Rong 

The smiles on the faces of four 
mentally handicapped children had 
never shone so brightly as when 
they met with their former Olympic 
champion idols on Monday. 

The four sports stars, namely 
Edwin Moses, Nadia Comaneci, 
Mark Spitz and Nawaiei Mout- 
awakel, attended the reception held 
by the Greek Embassy in China 
after visiting Beijing’s Xicheng Dis- 
trict School for the Mentally Hand- 
icapped on Monday morning. 

The four, also representatives of 
the World Sports Academy, were 
on tour to promote mentally hand- 
icapped Chinese for the Unified 
Sports Program as part of the global 
charity programs of the Laureus 
Sport for Good Foundation. 

“It’s my first time to see with 
my own eyes the great Olympic 
stars like Moses and Comaneci. 
My dream is to become Michael 
Jordan and Wang Zhizhi in the 
future,” proudly said Wang Xiaoyu, 
a 20-year-old basketball player at 
the school. 

Xin Yue, a 14-year-old girl who 
participated in the Special Olym- 
pics World Games as a gymnast 
told Beijing Today that she felt so 
privileged to be coached by Coman- 
eci during her visit to her school. 


Comaneci told Beijing Today 
that this was her second time to 
Beijing, after an initial trip in 
1978. 

“I’m happy to be here in China 
after so many years. We had a 
great time here in Beijing with the 
mentally handicapped kids, but a 
great time is not enough. I hope 
everyone will take part in this proj- 
ect,” she said. 

Meanwhile, Moses and Spitz 
are both first-timers to Beijing. 
‘We have been to the Great Wall 
and the Forbidden City, it’s really 


wonderful. But I do hope to enjoy 
a bicycle tour to Beijing in the 
2008 Olympics,” Moses told Beijing 
Today. 

Almost ten programs worldwide 
have been supported by the Lau- 
reus Sport for Good Foundation 
under the help of the World Sports 
Academy; this is the first time for 
the China program to be launched, 
according to Moses. 

‘We aim to help mentally hand- 
icapped children to develop both 
physical fitness and mental confi- 
dence,” said Moses. 


Railway Price 
Hike Limited 

China’s central authorities 
announced they would limit the 
railway ticket price increase 
during the Spring Festival hol- 
iday, in accordance with public 
opinion. 

The Ministry of Railways 
originally planned to raise hard 
seat prices by 30% during the 
holidays. But the State Develop- 
ment & Planning Commission 
(SDPC) organized a hearing, the 
first of its kind in China, on 
January 12 in Beijing, where 
most of the consumer represen- 
tatives showed their disagree- 
ment with the markup plan. 

According to the final deci- 
sion by the SDPC issued on 
last Sunday, authorized by the 
State Council, the range of any 
price change in hard seat tick- 
ets during the holiday should 
not exceed 15%. Hard sleeper 
tickets will see a rise of 25%, 
while soft sleeper tickets will go 
up by 35%. 

In addition, such changes 
may be maintained for 20 days 
only, 13 days less than the period 
originally proposed by the Min- 
istry of Railways. 

The spokesman said that the 
SDPC would also organize a 
series of hearings for prices of 
air tickets and telecommunica- 
tion charges. (Xinhua) 

Graduate Student 
Applications Hit 
Highest Record 

By Shan Jinliang 

624,000 postgraduate appli- 
cants around China competed 
for 196,550 vacancies in the 2002 
graduate entrance examination, 
the highest in history. 

The number of postgraduate 
applicants has rocketed in recent 
years, with an annual increase 
rate of more than 30%, statistics 
from the Ministry of Education 
reveal. 

“The craze for graduate school 
has a close relationship with 
the pessimistic job situation this 
year as bleak expectations of 
finding a job are compelling more 
people to take the exam,” said 
Zeng Xiangquan, head of Labor 
and Personnel School of Renmin 
University. 

Others attribute the craze 
to society s prejudice of “the 
higher the education, the higher 
the ability’, which devalues aca- 
demic credentials. This creden- 
tial devaluation forces students 
to pursue the highest academic 
credentials possible while ignor- 
ing the importance of gaining 
experience. 

Some students complain that 
job vacancies seem to be harder 
to secure than in previous years. 
IT positions, which account for 
the largest portion of job oppor- 
tunities, have been sharply on 
the decrease due to the business 
recession of the industry, accord- 
ing to 51job.com, a top job recruit- 
ment website in China. 

Chinese Officials to 
Receive Training in U.S. 

By Zhu Shida 

Chinese local leaders will 
have a chance to listen to talks by 
world leaders at the Arco forum 
at the J.F. Kennedy School of 
Government as part and parcel 
of its student body. 

A cooperative MPA project 
between the Development 
Research Center of the State 
Council, Tsinghua University and 
Harvard University will bring 
them to Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, for intensive training. 

A signing ceremony was held 
at the Great Hall of the People 
on January 18. Joseph Nye, the 
Dean of the Kennedy School, 
specifically flew to China and 
attended the signing ceremony. 

The project will last five years. 
Each year, 60 Chinese local and 
national leaders will be trained 
in China for six weeks and in 
Cambridge for the second-phase 
training before they are granted 
the MPA degrees. 

Chen Qingtai, Dean of the 
School of Public Administration 
at Tsinghua University, said it 
is highly necessary to bring to 
government officials new knowl- 
edge and help them cope with 
the changing public policy envi- 
ronment after China’s accession 
into WTO. 
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Agilent Invests 
$20M to Expand 
China’s Wireless 
Market 

By Yang Xiao 

Agilent Technologies last 
Friday unveiled a $20M pack- 
age of initiatives aimed at 
developing and advancing Chi- 
na’s wireless test and mea- 
surement solutions market. 

Vice-president Guy Sene 
said the focus of this $20M 
investment package would be 
directed at establishing strong 
local solutions and services 
delivery resources and capa- 
bilities in China. 

Agilent’s list of new initia- 
tives for 2002 also include: 

1. Building and expansion 
of its support businesses in 
China with increased invest- 
ments in manpower, facilities 
and equipment in Beijing, 
Shanghai, and Shenzhen Ser- 
vice Centers to provide cus- 
tomers with best-in-class 
repair and calibration servic- 
es. 

2. Providing customized 
consulting and education ser- 
vices to address individual cus- 
tomers’ business needs such 
as delivery of critical projects 
and staff training. 

3. Creating China-specific 
solutions to address the tech- 
nology needs of the local 
market, in particular system 
solutions and services which 
is one of the key China-specif- 
ic solutions. 

Wall’s Promote 
Winter-consumption 
Ice cream 

By Xiao Rong 

Ice cream lovers can now 
enjoy a delicious new brand 
even in the depths of winter 
as Wall’s (China) launches its 
2002 in-home ice-cream prod- 
uct, Carte D’or. 

“We are very confident 
about gaining the winter-con- 
sumption ice-cream market, 
as has been proved by the 
great popularity of Viennetta, 
the 2001 in-home product of 
Wall’s,” said Peter ter-Kulve, 
general manager of Wall’s 
(China). 

The sales volume of Vien- 
netta in China in 2001 was 
three times more than had 
been expected. The year also 
saw a 60% increase of the 
sales in the Beijing area, ac- 
cording to ter-Kulve. 

The annual ice-cream con- 
sumption per capita is 22 li- 
ters in America and 6-8 liters 
in Holland, while the number 
only reaches 1 liter in China. 
And the winter consumption 
of ice-cream is only 1/30 of 
the summer consumption in 
China, which shows the great 
market potential for Wall’s, 
according to Wang Wei, vice 
manager of Wall’s (China). 

A series of new products 
will be launched in the March, 
announced Wall’s (China). 

Microsoft 
Announces 
Quarterly Revenue 

By Yang Xiao 

Microsoft announced a re- 
cord revenue recently of $7.74 
billion for the quarter ended 
December 31, 2001, an 18 per- 
cent increase over the $6.55 
billion reported the previous 
year. 

Operating income for the 
quarter was $2.84 billion, in- 
cluding a $660 million charge 
for estimated expenses in con- 
nection with consumer class 
action lawsuits. Including this 
charge, net income was $2.28 
billion. Diluted earnings per 
share for the quarter were 
$0.41, including $0.08 for the 
estimated charge. 

“We reported record rev- 
enue this quarter on the 
strength of three very success- 
ful product launches. Windows 
XP, Xbox and MSN 7 are off 
to terrific starts. Additionally, 
our continued focus on cost 
control and efficiency really 
paid off in terms of our oper- 
ating results,” said John Con- 
nors, CFO at Microsoft. 


INTERNET 


Sina Sues Sohu For Plagiarism 



Chinese main portal Sina.com 
simultaneously announced last 
Thursday in three main Chinese 
cities that it had filed a lawsuit 
against its rival Sohu.com, 
accusing against of copyright 
violations 


By Xu Ying /Yang Xiao 

A legal battle looms for the 
second time between China’s two 
largest Internet portals since 
last September. Sina’s manage- 
ment called a video conference 
to show reporters in Beijing, 
Guangzhou and Shanghai “evi- 
dence” of its allegations. Sina’s 
action has been given widespread 
coverage in mainland newspa- 
pers. 

Sina’s claim 

“For a long time, Sina has en- 
dured large-scale plagiarism and 
rights violations of our product 
resources, including text mes- 
sages (SMS), finance and sports 
news,” the company said in a 
statement on its Web site. 

The Sina statement said the 
Beijing Second Intermediate Peo- 
ple’s Court had accepted the case. 
Court officials were not immedi- 
ately available for comment. 

Sina said it took legal action 
because Sohu used its rival’s pic- 
ture messages for mobile phone 
users. 

Tong Mingyou, the lawyer 
responsible for this case told 
Beijing Today that they had in- 
formed Sohu that plagiarism at 
web site posting had been found 
last year. He urged Sohu to 
erase the relevant content im- 
mediately. But Sohu kept silent, 
forcing Sina to file the lawsuit. 
The Shanghai based law firm 
revealed that Sina would seek 
300,000 yuan in compensation 
as well as an apology. 

Sohu’s response 

Sohu denied the charges and 
warned to sue Sina for damaging 
its reputation. A Sohu insider 
told Beijing Today that the ac- 
cusation was groundless. “There 
are no grounds for a lawsuit. 
Sina’s action is severely dam- 
aging our company’s reputation. 
Sohu has issued a statement to 
express our anger. We are also 
warning Sina to stop attempting 
to sidetrack the public’s atten- 
tion from Sina’s internal prob- 
lems.” 

“Sina started a public rela- 
tions battle aiming to destroy So- 
hu’s reputation. We reserve the 
right to take legal action against 
Sina for damaging Sohu’s repu- 
tation,” Sohu said in a statement 
just after Sina’s press confer- 
ence. 

Sohu continued its attack, al- 
leging it was Sina that had been 
stealing its content and short 
messages. In a prominent post- 
ing on its Web site, Sohu reject- 


ed Sina’s claims and accused its 
rival after Sina had failed to re- 
spond to Sohu’s business chal- 
lenge. 

Fight to be continued 

Analysts said Sina’s legal ac- 
tion would hurt Sohu’s reputa- 
tion, as much media and public 
discussion would focus on the is- 
sue. 

Both portals have posted a 
long list of “evidence” to support 
their claims of plagiarism and 


copyright violation. Both are in- 
viting Internet surfers to post 
comments in support of their al- 
legations. 

Analysts represented by Chi- 
na Internet Weekly chief editor 
Hu Yanping said the allegations 
were nothing new as the portals 
had been borrowing content from 
each other for a long time. 

They said both portals were 
addressing the same target au- 
dience and had substantial over- 


lap in the services they offered. 
Therefore, it would be difficult to 
say who was copying whom. 

One analyst said the legal ac- 
tion was more PR activity and a 
“business trick”. 

The lawyer for Sina said Si- 
na’s legal action was meant to 
end irregular activities in the 
portal industry to create a level 
playing field. 

After Sina, homeway.com.cn, 
one of China’s biggest finance 


vertical websites also filed a law- 
suit against Sohu, asking for 
300,000-yuan compensation on 
January 30. According to recent 
news Homeway has already won 
agreement with Sohu. 

Sina shares gained 1.32 per 
cent on the Nasdaq this Wednes- 
day night finishing at $1.54 af- 
ter news of the legal action. Sohu 
shares registered a 2.61 per cent 
loss at the close of trading at 
$ 1 . 12 . 



Sina president Wang Yan criticizes Sohu (above), while Sohu CEO Charles Zhang (below) denies the charges and warns to sue Sina for 
damaging Sohu’s reputation Photos byjin Lei 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


Nokia & Motorola Fight for No. 1 



By Yang Xiao /Xu Ying 

Nokia has just flooded the Chi- 
nese market with seven new hand- 
set models in one go. Nokia (China) 
president Colin Giles is confident 
that he will win back the biggest 
share of the Chinese mobile mar- 
ket. Although Nokia is currently 
beating Motorola around the world, 
it dropped behind its competitor in 
China last year. 


Still pushing the old models 

The Chinese mobile phone mar- 
ket became the battleground of 
fierce competition last year. Hand- 
set manufacturers launched many 
new models. Nokia initially only 
supported two or three models in 
China, but later adding two older 
models, the Nokia range began to 
sell reasonably. The former pres- 
ident of Nokia (China) admitted 


that sales in the sec- 
ond and third quarter 
had begun to flag. 

In the global mar- 
ket, however, although 
Nokia’s market share 
fell from 35.3% to 
33.45%, it still holds 
the lead over Motorola 
by 20%. In China Mo- 
torola occupies pole po- 


Salesman Zhang Bin is pushing both Motorola and Nokia handsets, “ the two brands are the most popular ” 

Photo by Chen Shuyi 


“We will win in six 
months,” said Giles 


sition, with Nokia only 
taking about a 30% 
market share falling 
behind Motorola. 

Inside Nokia some 
employees also con- 
fessed that Motorola’s 
V998, V60, and V66 
launch last year dealt 
a severe blow to Nokia, 
according to a newspa- 
per in South China. 

Rally 

The new president Colin Giles 
is unwilling to take Nokia’s sec- 
ond position in China lying down. 
“After six months we will get 
back first position,” he vowed. 
Giles, 38, propelled Nokia to the 
No.l sales position in Australia 
in 1993 after just one year in the 
country. After that he spent two 
years taking Nokia to the top in 
Taiwan. This year he’s come to 
the Chinese mainland. 

The beginning of 2002 seems 
to be a period of recovery strat- 
egies for Nokia. It launched the 
7650 set that supports a digital 
camera, the 5510 that adds en- 
tertainment functions and the 
5210 for sports, and especially 
the 9210 with various communi- 
cation functions. “We are speci- 
fying the handset market. This 
year a lot of people will change 
their handsets. Attracting their 
eyeballs is a tough task. But we 


have to find creative ideas to at- 
tract consumers,” Giles said. 

In infrastructure, Nokia 
opened its new plant in Beijing 
Development Area last Decem- 
ber. The cooperation project with 
Chinese main handset provider 
Capitel is valued at ten billion 
yuan. 

However for these global gi- 
ants ten billion yuan seems a 
small amount: Motorola an- 

nounced that in five years it 
would invest ten billion dollars in 
China. 

Who will win this year? 

Nokia announced a statistic. 
It had sold 160 million handsets 
in China by the end of last year. 
China has become the second big- 
gest market for handsets in the 
world, an opportunity Nokia dare 
not neglect. 

But the fact remains that 
Nokia has dropped behind on 
the CDMA handset market. Af- 
ter China Unicom launched the 
CDMA market, only Motorola 
got a license for manufacturing 
CDMA handsets. 

Other joint venture manufac- 
turers cannot touch this field 
for the foreseeable future. Those 
not invited to the party include 
Nokia. Giles says, “We will con- 
centrate on value added service. 
This year service has already be- 
come a hot point. It certainly 
can take profits for mobile ser- 
vice providers. Nokia is going to 
strengthen on this point.” 
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Breakfast Project Arouses 
Investor Enthusiasm 



Breakfast problem used to be a headache to the local government of Beijing. Fundamental changes are expected Photo by Zhuang Jian 


By Zhao Hongyi/Su Wei 

Beijing’s 13 million inhabitants 
eating their fill in the early morn- 
ing has been always a headache to 
the capital. 

The municipal government has 
been preparing for a fundamen- 
tal change for years and concrete 
measures have been taken from 
the beginning of the New Year. 
And they are quite shocked by the 
echoes coming out of the country 
and from abroad. 

Due to historical problems, 
breakfast has been supplied by 
individual business operators, who 
lack professional and up to date 
management, facilities and cap- 
ital. This has brought problems 
such as poor hygiene, overrunning 
of public space, and environmen- 
tal degradation. 

Breakfast has been famous for 
its zero profit. Due to the low 
prices the public is used to paying, 
individual and chain store opera- 
tors can hardly break even from 
the early morning trade. 

Hua Tian Food & Beverage 
has been providing breakfast since 
1997 and has struggled to hold 
the market for the past five years. 

“Within the company, breakfast 
is a money losing business,” said 
Mr. Jia, deputy general manager 
of Hua Tian. “We have to take hun- 
dreds of thousand of yuan to sub- 
sidize the breakfast sector each 
year.” 

“We take breakfast providing 
as a brand-building activity. We 
use it as a channel to enhance our 
relations with the public; it’s much 
cheaper than doing commercials.” 

Yong He King, a fast food chain 
restaurant group from Taiwan, 
does not put its profit expectation 
on breakfast. 

“Most customers usually choose 
the simplest breakfast options in 
the morning due to limited time 
available,” said Zhang Lan, deputy 
general manager of Yong He King. 
Breakfast occupies only 1/5 of the 
total revenues of the chain stores. 
Nearly 80% of its daily sales come 
from lunch and dinner. 

Experience in Shanghai pro- 


vides an example of success. Low 
pricing outlets are exempted from 
taxation, half-exempted from city 
management fees and not sub- 
jected to traffic access restrictions 
in the downtown area. In addi- 
tion, the Shanghai government 
also provides zero interest rate 
credit to qualified operators. 

According to the municipal sta- 
tistics, the permanent population 
in downtown Beijing is 6.7 mil- 
lion. Suppose each person spends 
two yuan on his or her breakfast, 
the minimum cost for a breakfast 
in the city, the pie can be as big as 
130 million yuan. 

By January 30, the deadline for 
merchant certificate application, 
more than 140 business operators 
applied. Some promise an invest- 



Yong He King provides an direc- 
tion to the implementation of 
“ Breakfast Project” 


Photo by Zhuang Jian 

ment over 100 million yuan. 

Such interest has come as quite 
a surprise to the local authorities. 

“An investment group consist- 
ing of ten businessmen from 
Taiwan are preparing to open a 
new business here and informed 
us they would be carrying out an 


initial market study in Beijing 
soon,” said an official from the 
division, who declined to give her 
name over the telephone. 

“We’ll approve at least 200 out- 
lets. Public tendering started late 
last year,” said Mr. Yin Xucai, con- 
suming affairs division chief of the 
municipal commercial committee. 

The municipal government is 
preparing to issue licenses to out- 
lets and locations where break- 
fast is sold and distributed, and 
to authorize the rights for science 
and technology research on break- 
fast too. 

The local government has 
come to realize the breakfast 
market is not a headache, but 
rather a great business opportu- 
nity, depending on how you look 


at it and manage it. 

Aside from overseas investors, 
businessmen from the mainland 
also expressed an interest in the 
market. Officials hold a positive 
attitude towards these potential 
investors, saying they will bring 
numerous regional dishes from 
the whole country to the capital. 

But Mr. Yin also warned of the 
importance of quality. 

Some applicants believe with 
government’s support, things are 
much easier to handle. 

‘You have to take a number 
of issues into consideration, such 
as city planning, public health, 
industry and commerce manage- 
ment, taxation and environment. 

“One word, quality,” Mr. Yin 
concluded. 


Private and Foreign Capital 
Invited to Build Parks 



By Zhao Hongyi 

Beijing welcomes private and 
foreign investment to participate 
in the construction of community 
parks, a priority of the develop- 
ment of hundreds of residential 
communities over the next few 
years, according to sources from 
the Municipal Bureau of Parks 
& Landscape (BBPL). 

Initiated in the city’s tenth 
Five Year Plan (2001-2005), the 
capital will focus on the building 
up of residential communities, 
aiming at improving the quality 
of life for its habitants. 

A basic requirement in the 
initiative is that each residential 
community contains at least one 
park, which means that within 


a 500 meter-diameter area, one 
park, at least, should be open to 
the public. 

Experts believe at least 500 
small-scale parks need to be built 
in the next few years. 

The construction of such a 
large number of small-scale 
parks goes beyond the capacity 
of the local government. It 
declared this week that private 
and foreign investment in park 
construction will equally enjoy 
national treatment. Potential 
investors can obtain the naming 
rights of the parks to be built, if 
they choose to. 

Detailed regulations and legal 
clauses are under drafting at 
present. 


At least 500 small-scale parks in residential communities like this 
will be available in the next few years. Photo by Zhuang Jian 


Car Rentals Drop as Car Sales Rise 


By Jiang Zhong 

Car rental companies in Beijing 
are falling on hard times after 
many of their clients have bought 
a car since the dramatic fall of 
automobile prices on the local 
market. 

Small companies that depend 
largely on local clients have been 
most hit. However, larger compa- 
nies with diverse client groups 
have largely remained unaf- 
fected. 

Jiao Wenli, manager of the car 
renting center of New Concept Car 
Renting Company, one of the larg- 
est of such companies in Beijing, 
said that the depression hadn’t 
exerted a negative influence on 
her company. Company profits 
rose last year, said Jiao, especially 
during this holiday season, with 
all 2,000 cars leased out. 



Larger car renting companies 
with diverse client groups have 
largely remained unaffected in 
the market strain 

Photo by Zhuang Jian 


The rental prices of various 
cars have remained unchanged 
for several years, said Jiao. The 
monthly rental for a Citroen 
Fukang is about 5,700 yuan, a 
price that had been adopted two 
years earlier. 

Jiao explained that most local 
clients are still waiting for fur- 
ther drops in car prices to make 
a more cost-effective purchase of 
foreign cars. Thus impact on the 
local market has yet to be felt. In 
any case the local niche occupies 
no more than 50% of the compa- 
ny’s business. Most of the compa- 
ny’s income is derived from clients 
from other provinces, as well as 
big names like IBM. 

Moving beyond the local 
market is the solution for Chinese 
car rental companies, which is the 
new trend in the industry. 


Sports Insurance Strides Forward 


By Jiao Pei 

People’s Insurance Company of China has 
offered a premium of 160 million yuan for the 
delegation of China to take part in the 19th 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, U.S.A. The 
domestic insurance industry will shift its empha- 
sis to sports and the insurance products related 
to the sports industry. 

According to the China Insurance and Super- 
visory Commission, the income of all domestic 
insurance business of 2001 was 210 billion yuan, 


and individual life insurance income was 142 
billion, 42 billion yuan more than that of 2000. 

Belonging to the individual insurance business, 
sports insurance has great development potential 
due to the coming of the 19th Winter Olympic and 
the future 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 

People’s Insurance will also provide insurance 
services for the 14th Asian Games in South Korea. 
They also have supported the Pacific Insurance 
Cup, the international Four Countries Football 
Games in Guangzhou on January 23. 


Venture Capital Investors and Intermediary 
Granted Special Treatments 


By Jiao Pei 

Intermediary and venture investment organi- 
zations will receive the same special treatment as 
the high and new technology industry and will 
receive special funds from the Beijing government 
according to the 28 regulations newly released by 
the Beijing government in practice from January 
1st. 

Compared with the 33 regulations released in 
1999, the new 28 regulations have made some clear 


breakthroughs. One is the expansion of policy range. 
In view of the national principle of WTO, medium 
and investment organizations will enjoy the same 
rights no matter how they are owned, domestic or 
overseas, under the central or local government. 

The 1999 regulations only targeted the main body 
of the high tech and new tech industries. The new reg- 
ulations now target the main sectors of the industry, 
including R&D of high tech, and investment services. A 
technology incubation fund will also be established. 


JCB Plans to 
Issue Credit 
Cards in China 

The Japanese JCB Inter- 
national Company is sched- 
uled to issue credit cards in 
China, said Isao Nakanishi, 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of the largest credit 
card company in Japan here 
on Tuesday. 

Under the guidance of the 
People’s Bank of China, JCB 
plans to grant card-issuing 
licenses to some Chinese 
commercial banks including 
Bank of China, Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of 
China, Agricultural Bank of 
China, China Construction 
Bank and Bank of Commu- 
nications, he said. 

“With the improvement 
of Chinese living standards, 
their spending habits are 
changing dramatically,” he 
said, “more and more Chi- 
nese will use credit cards.” 

After China’s entry into 
WTO, global companies issu- 
ing credit cards are faced 
with the “best opportunities” 
in China, he said. 

Isao Nakanishi expressed 
his hope of expanding coop- 
eration with Chinese finan- 
cial organizations for issuing 
credit cards. 

JCB issues credit cards 
in 18 countries and regions, 
with 38.08 million card- 
holders. The JCB card is 
accepted in 167 countries 
and regions. 

(Xinhua) 

Chinese, U.S. 

Firms Offer 

Real-Time 

Global 

Remittance 

Service 

The Agricultural Bank 
of China (ABC) and the 
U.S. remittance giant West- 
ern Union now offer a real- 
time global foreign exchange 
remittance service, the first 
of its kind available on the 
Chinese mainland. 

A spokesman for the bank 
said the service is available 
to residents in Shanghai and 
clients from outside China, 
and that the only currency 
that can be remitted out of 
China is the U.S. dollar for 
the time being. 

Other freely changeable 
currencies should be 
changed into U.S. dollars 
before they are remitted 
to recipients in or outside 
China through the network 
of Chinese banks in China 
and the global network of 
the U.S. company. 

According to regulations 
issued by the State Adminis- 
tration of Foreign Exchange 
Control, private deposits in 
foreign exchanges can only 
be remitted outside China 
on current account expendi- 
ture. 

The spokesman said 
remitters who intend to 
remit less than $10,000 
worth of spot foreign curren- 
cies in a single deal can do 
so at the nearest designated 
ABC outlet. 

But for remittance of 
$10,000 to $50,000, permis- 
sion must be sought from 
the departments concerned, 
said the spokesman. 

Only $2,000 worth of 
freely exchangeable foreign 
exchanges can be remitted 
out of the country in a 
single deal for current 
account expenditure on cash 
accounts at ABC outlets. 

For remittances above 
that figure and up to 
$10,000, permission from the 
department concerned is 
needed, according to the reg- 
ulations. (Xinhua) 
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English School in 
Beijing Sets up 
Branch in Toronto 


By Sun Ming 

Beijing’s renowned New Orien- 
tal School set up its first branch in 
Toronto, Canada recently. This is 
the first time that a Chinese pri- 
vate school has entered the over- 
seas market. 

The New Oriental School, es- 
tablished in 1993, is renowned 
for preparing students for tests 
they must pass to be accepted into 
overseas universities and gradu- 
ate schools, such as TOEFL (Test 
of English as a Foreign Language), 
GRE (Graduate Record Examina- 
tion), GMAT (Graduate Manage- 
ment Admission Test). 

“It’s not easy for students to 
pass these exams,” explains Wang 
Qiang, President of Beijing New 
Oriental Education and Technolo- 
gy, “GRE and GMAT are not sim- 
ple tests of English language but 
advanced tests for graduate candi- 
dates.” 

Up to now, the branch in To- 
ronto has attracted nearly 500 lo- 
cal students who hope to enjoy the 
benefit of New Oriental School’s 
rich experience in this area. 

A majority of students of New 
Oriental School have gained high 
marks in TOEFL, GRE, GMAT 
in the past eight years. In addi- 
tion, there are always some stu- 


dents who could obtain full scores 
in TOEFL each year. 

“The new branch in Toronto is 
as good as the one in Beijing,” says 
Wang. According to him, all of the 
teachers were either teachers or 
excellent students of New Orien- 
tal School. “Now most of them are 
studying abroad in America.” 

Dong Maomao, a software engi- 
neer in California, said she came 
back this time just in order to at- 
tend a GMAT training course held 
by New Oriental School. “It’s a 
pity that I didn’t knew the news 
earlier,” says she, “Compared with 
Beijing, Toronto is much nearer to 
California.” 

As to why New Oriental School 
chooses Toronto first, Wang said 
the city has lots of Chinese and 
Chinese Americans. At the same 
time, however, Wang indicated 
that no matter where a person 
comes from, he would need some 
training to pass GRE and GMAT. 
“I believe that our rich experi- 
ences and skills in these aspects 
are attractive to many foreign- 
ers.” 

Besides, Wang said they plan 
in the future to open Chinese pro- 
grams at the school in order to 
meet the demands of Canadians 
who want to learn Chinese. 


Euro Coin Albums 
Make Popular Gifts 


By Su Wei 

Sets of Euro coin albums are 
proving popular gifts for the ap- 



Photo by Chen Shuyi 


proaching Spring Festival. 

In the past two weeks, some 
counters at Yimeijia Yuetan Stamp 
Market and Madian Coin Market 
have been selling up to 200 Euro 
coin album sets per day. 

Young people see them as a fash- 
ionable item to give their friends, 
while older people see them as 
both an economical and instruc- 
tive gift for their children. 

Chinese people traditionally 
give money to children at Spring 
Festival. Nowadays grandparents 
usually give their grandchildren 
100 yuan in a “hongbao”, or red 
packet at Spring Festival. But 
each coin album, containing the 
eight Euro coins, each bearing the 
12 star symbol of the European 
Union, sells for 55 yuan.. 


Where Are Our Resumes ? 


By Jane Yang 

At a recruitment fair in Beijing 
recently, scores of graduates’ re- 
sumes were left discarded at the 
venue after the fair. Many students 
submitted their carefully designed 
resumes to the targeted compa- 
nies, only to find they were simply 
thrown away. 

Is it because that the gradu- 
ates were not qualified or the re- 
sumes were poorly designed? In 
fact many of the rejected resumes 
were from graduates of Tsinghua 
University, Beijing Broadcasting 
Institute and some other top uni- 
versities. 

Many students felt insulted and 
hurt. While students understand 
that supply might exceed demand 


in the current job market, they 
hope to build a mutual-respect re- 
lation with the employers. “I might 
be unqualified for the position, but 
still I don’t like to see my resume 
discarded so carelessly,” said Mr. 
Zhang, a graduate of Peking Uni- 
versity. 

Some HR managers said that 
they scanned all the resumes and 
selected those they wanted. ‘We 
want the fittest not the best,” Ms. 
Li, a HR manager of a joint-ven- 
ture software company, told Beijing 
Today. “We keep the resumes of 
those we cannot employ now. We 
are building our own talent data 
base, in case we want the relevant 
employees, we can contact them 
directly.” 



Photo by Huahua 


The oldest tree in Beijing municipality is believed to be this 3,700-year- 
old conifer in Miyun County, according to the Beijing Forestry Bureau. 
The ancient tree, an oriental arborvitae, is closely watched over by the lo- 
cal forestry department and is still in good health. 

The tree is 18-meters-high and its trunk has a diameter of 2.45 meters. 
Locals consider it to be an auspicious symbol and make a point of walking 
around it for good luck before setting out on a long journey. 

According to the bureau, it’s rare for a tree of this species to live longer 
than 2, 000 years. ( Sun Ming) 




Roller-Skating 
to Work 


By Ivy Zhang 

“I like to work hard and 
also to play hard,” says CFO 
and Senior Vice President of 
Sohu. corn’s Beijing Head Office 
Derek Palaschuk. The 38-year- 
old Canadian exercises ev- 
eryday and either jogs or 
roller-blades the three kilome- 
ters from his home to work and 
back. 

In addition to running and 
swimming daily, Palaschuk’s 
third hobby is organizing a lo- 
cal rugby tournament, with the 
aim of promoting the sport in 
China. Since coming to Beijing 
in 1994, he has been playing 
rugby with the Beijing Devils, 
an expat social rugby team 
founded in 1992. 

“I like rugby because it is so- 
cial. I also like the atmosphere 
in rugby,” says Palaschuk. “I’m 
a small man. In rugby, you 
have fat men, short men, it’s 
very interesting... The heart is 
the most important. You are 
not afraid.” 

He is not afraid on the rug- 
by field and he is not afraid in 
the business arena. Palaschuk 
has over 15 years of financial 
experience including five years 
in Hong Kong working as an 
audit manager at Price Wa- 
terhouse Coopers and seven 
years in Beijing specializing 
in financial reporting and con- 
trol systems. In June last year, 
Palaschuk joined Sohu “be- 
cause Sohu was doing an IPO 
in the US and it is any accoun- 
tant’s dream to work with a 
publicly listed company.” 

Palaschuk is very satisfied 
with his job at Sohu, one of the 
largest Internet portal compa- 
nies in China. “I love my job. 
If I could live in any city and 
work at any company, I’d be 
doing exactly what I’m doing 
right now.” In his view, Sohu is 
a great company with unlimit- 
ed opportunity. The Internet is 
an area of unlimited potential 
in China. There are some 30 
million Internet users current- 
ly and this figure might grow 
to one hundred million in three 
or four years. 

As a CFO at Sohu, 
Palaschuk’s role and respon- 
sibilities are similar to those 
of his previous jobs in Canada 
and Hong Kong. The main dif- 
ference is that he spends more 
time on staff training. Sohu’s 
stocks are listed in the US, 
which has the world’s highest 
standard of legal compliance, 
supervision, accounting and re- 
porting. Palaschuk needs to en- 
sure that the local staff follow 
international financial proce- 
dures. 

In the United States, con- 
fidence in Internet companies 
has fallen, a fact that is re- 
flected in Sohu’s share prices 
there. The biggest challenge 
Palaschuk faces now is to help 


make Sohu profitable. 

2001 was a big year for 
Palaschuk. First, he was named 
CFO and senior vice-president 
in July, which he deems as 
his greatest career accomplish- 
ment. Then in November, he 
was married to a lovely Shang- 
hai lady. 

Palaschuk finds working in 
China a lot of fun. He says fos- 
tering relationships is very im- 
portant in China. If you want 
to do business with someone, 


Photos by Qu Liyan 

you’ve got to have a good re- 
lationship. “By nature I’m a 
friendly person. I like meeting 
people and dining with them.” 

Palaschuk related a funny 
story about an experience he 
had here. Sohu’s stocks are list- 
ed in the US, which restricts 
people in China from buying 
the stocks, because they need 
US dollars. 

Many people in China be- 
lieve that Sohu’s stock price is 
too low, so they want to buy 
Sohu shares. One day, three 
farmers from Shunyi came to 
Palaschuk office saying they 
want to buy Sohu shares. After 
being refused by Palaschuk, 
they came back and offered 
with US$200,000 they had col- 
lected from friends. 

“It was interesting,” he says, 
“they really believe in Sohu. 
This was so much money for 
them and they were willing to 
take that risk. I told them I 
couldn’t do it. You know what 
the guys said to me? They said 
we will invite you to lunch! I 
told them I could not take their 
money because it’s against the 
regulations. They left at last.” 


Flight Delayed by Pop Stars 


By Sun Ming 

Flight delays due to bad 
weather are nothing new, but a 
delay caused by a group of pop 
stars is rare. 

Flight CA1356 from Haikou 
to Beijing, was scheduled to take 
off at 8:10 p.m. one day last 
week. However more than twen- 
ty pop stars insisted in moving 
from the economy section to first 
class, resulting in a one and a 
half hour delay of the flight. 

The incident was videoed by 
one of the passengers on the 
plane. After embarking, the stars 
found that there were many 
seats unoccupied in the first 
class, so they tried to change 
their seats from economy to first 


class without permission of the 
flight crew. 

According to the co-pilot, pas- 
sengers are not usually allowed 
to change their seats after they 
have embarked for safety rea- 
sons. If a passenger wants to up- 
grade his seat, he can do so when 
checking in. Passengers some- 
times have the opportunity to 
upgrade after embarking. “But 
they must get permission from 
the flight crew,” he said. “And 
such a large number certainly 
could not be permitted.” 

He says in the 30 minutes 
before passengers embark, the 
staff on duty calculate where the 
center of gravity of the plane will 
be, according to the passengers’ 


seating position and their bag- 
gage. If the position has been de- 
cided, passengers usually can’t 
change their seat at random, oth- 
erwise the balance of the plane 
will be affected and the safety of 
the plane threatened. 

However, the pop stars didn’t 
think they were doing anything 
wrong during the delay, because 
they were prepared to pay more 
money. 

On returning to their origi- 
nal seats, one female singer said 
angrily to a crewmember, “You 
have made me lose face.” Other 
passengers on the flight were so 
angry about the delay caused by 
the pop stars that some even 
wanted to get off the plane. 


Five Million 
for Two 
Overpasses 

By Chen Ying 

The China International 
Exhibition Center has spent 
five million yuan building 
two pedestrian overpasses. 
This is the first time an en- 
terprise has built an over- 
pass at its own expense in 
Beijing. 

The two bridges stand in 
front of the main entrance 
of the Exhibition Center on 
Shuguang Street and will 
soon be ready for public use. 

The Exhibition Center has 
seen enormous changes since 
its opening in 1985. The area 
around the center is now 
one of the most prosperous 
business districts in Beijing, 
while the number of residen- 
tial buildings has increased 
dramatically. 

Exhibitions at the center 
frequently attract in excess 
of 100,000 visitors, so Shu- 
guang Street often becomes 
a bottleneck for traffic. The 
two overpasses are expected 
to greatly relieve congestion 
and facilitate the freer flow 
of traffic in front of the cen- 
ter’s main entrance. Assis- 
tant president of the center 
Yao Rui, says this will benefit 
visitors, merchants, employ- 
ees, as well as local resi- 
dents. 

Usually the municipal 
government takes responsi- 
bility for building such public 
facilities. Sometimes enter- 
prises participate by contrib- 
uting part of the construction 
funds, entitling them to nam- 
ing rights of the structure. 
However Yao says the center 
will not name the overpass- 
es, which will be managed by 
the local government. 

Finance 
Book for 
Kids Proves 
Big Hit 

By Yang Xiao 

Many Chinese parents are 
likely to give their children 
a book that introduces finan- 
cial issues, along with money, 
as a lunar New Year gift this 
year. 

Zhang Ping, mother of a 
10-year-old boy told Beijing 
Today she considered giving 
a lot of money to her son at 
lunar New Year would spoil 
him, “I will take this book as 
a tool to give my child some 
advice on how to deal with 
his money.” 

Renown German financial 
expert Bodo Sch? He wrote 
the book, “A Dog called Mon- 
ey”, which is being promoted 
by the Beijing Financial Lit- 
eracy Training Center. It is 
his first children’s book and 
has became an instant hit. 

Well known child psychol- 
ogist, Professor Jurgen Zim- 
mer, comments, A Dog called 
Money’ is a pioneering work 
that is long overdue. The book 
doesn’t wag its finger; it gives 
children the chance to ven- 
ture into an area of grown-up 
activity that was previously 
off-limits - that of earning 
money”. 

The Chinese version of the 
book was launched in Beijing 
last month and already 90,000 
copies have been sold. 
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Pirate or Pioneer? 

Chinese car manufacturer adopts highest 
form of flattery 


\ 

Foreigners Take 


China Pulse 

Student dissertations explore topical 
issues 


Provided Zhai Bingying 


By Chen Ying 

Previous dissertations focused on China’s history and lan- 
guage. But the spring class of 2002 foreign graduates had oth- 
er ideas in mind. 

Overseas students at the Business Chinese Department of 
the Chinese College, Beijing Language and Culture Universi- 
ty hope one day to get a job in China, perhaps as the employee 
of a multinational corporation. 

“The topics in recent years have increasingly involved Chi- 
nese current affairs,” says Zhang Li, dean of the Business Chi- 
nese Department. Twenty-seven students participated in the 
oral examination of their dissertations at the Business Chi- 
nese Department this term. They spent two months preparing 
and writing the topics. 


Caroline Andhika, Indonesia 

For her paper on the Beijing residential hous- 
ing market, Andhika designed a questionnaire of 
100 Beijing residents. 

The Beijing residential real estate market 
should improve technology, reduce the energy 
wastage and poorly designed buildings to bring 
better business development. The rather high 
price of Beijing residential accommodation comes 
in contrast to most Beijingers’ income. Under 
such conditions, each side must give an inch to 
the other, and then the distance between price 
and purchasing power will be shortened. For in- 
stance, the government can cut taxes and banks 
can develop mortgages. Maybe through these ef- 
forts, the huge potential housing market in Beijing can one 
day start to work. 


Geely and Goliath 

Mercedes-Benz employs more than 
199,000 people throughout the world. 
Parent Daimler Chrysler has more than 
50 production and assembly plants, 
plus 6,300 service and sales support 
outlets for passenger cars and commer- 
cial vehicles. 

China Geely Group employs nearly 
10,000, specializing in car and motor- 
cycle production. 


Spot the Difference: Photo by Xiu Yu 

top — Mercedes-Benz C-Class; bottom — Geely Haoqing 


Tsunehiko Yoshihara, Japan 

In “Analysis of China and Japan Trade Problems”, Yoshi- 
hara starts by observing Japanese can find the 
“ made in China” label anywhere in Japan. Chi- 
na's production has become a part of everyday 
Japanese life. 

A fact that can be never changed is that Chi- 
na and Japan are neighbors, no matter what hap- 
pens between the two countries. China and Japan 
have mutually dependent economies. There must 
be a means to resolve problems between the two 
countries if only the two governments remain pa- 
tient and communicate. 

According to the World Bank, China will over- 
take Japan and become the second-largest export 
country only after the USA in 2020. Thus it will 
become reality that China will be one of the most 
powerful countries in the world no matter its policy or econo- 
my. To build an excellent economic relationship is the wish of 
both countries. 

Muhammad Adnan Aalam Qureshi, Pakistan 

In “Thoughts on China's Graduate Employ- 
ment”, Qureshi uses abundant data to illustrate 
his opinions about graduates' difficulties in the 
future. He suggests graduates adjust their opin- 
ions about preferred occupations. 

While it’s true that it is difficult getting a 
job, it’s easier if students adjust their attitude. 

The requirements of private companies have im- 
proved while traditional employment opportuni- 
ties grow narrower. Smaller companies still need 
their share of elite employees while the larger 
companies pick and choose. The countryside is 
also worth considering if the city employment 
market is saturated. 


By Chen Ying 

Geely Group rolled out the luxury Geely Haoqing for about 38,900 yuan 
last year. The private firm prided itself in the vehicle’s delicate shape. But 
few analysts failed to note the vehicle’s uncanny resemblance to a Mercedes- 
Benz. 

Geely appeared to have violated DaimlerChrysler’s patent, but the silence 
that followed from both companies on the issue was almost deafening. Fi- 
nally, word got out: 

Li Shufu, board chairman, China Geely Group 

Geely has never denied it began by imitating, but that doesn’t mean sim- 
ply cloning other products. Imitation as we see it is a process of learning and 
absorbing others’ successful experiences. Through this, we can avoid unnec- 
essary difficulties at the beginning of industrial development. In developing 
their own car industry, South Korea learned from Japan, Japan learned from 
the USA and the USA learned from Europe. All of these processes formed the 
circle of vehicle development. 

Geely after several years of struggle now owns its own independent pat- 
ents. Actually Geely began from imitation, but only spent three years com- 
pleting the development process where some car companies would need more 
than 10 years. So imitation doesn’t mean cheating. On the contrary, it mea- 
sures progress of a kind. 

Spokesman, DaimlerChrysler 

DaimlerChrysler is aware of design patents as one of the tools to protect 
its intellectual property against imitations. Therefore DaimlerChrysler has 
filed for a multitude of patents for its specific products, also in China. It 
is obvious that comparing the appearance of products with respect to their 
similarity is a very difficult task as is seen in different ways for different 
countries and their respective legislation. 

For the above reason, DaimlerChrysler looks very carefully into each sin- 
gle case of possible design infringement taking into account the above-men- 
tioned peculiarities in different countries and approaches these cases on a 
basis of not only a single country, but globally. 




Sulamanov Jamshid, Uzbekistan 

China's western opening may be the most important eco- 
nomic issue in China over the next few years. Jamshid uses his 
own country as a point of comparison. 

First, the biggest difference lies in energy and 
mineral resources. These projects all need invest- 
ment and high technology. And it’s also a serious 
question about what should be the dominant eco- 
nomic form during opening. The country likes to 
build large projects as China is a socialist coun- 
try: the railroad between Tibet and Qinghai prov- 
ince, highways, water projects and environmental 
engineering. 

Uzbekistan has many of the same problems as 
China: the market mechanism, the administra- 
tion system and needing investment from other 
countries. But China’s population and education 
are totally different. The Chinese government 
should think more about national solidarity, edu- 
cation and the improvement of culture and character during 
the opening process. 




Class of 2002 make a field trip to Beilun Harbor, Ning- 
bo, Zhejiang Province 


Wu Yingqiu, vice-chief editor, China Automotive News 

I remember Geely applied for several patents to the State Intellectual 
Property Office of China last year. During the application process, Daim- 
lerChrysler expressed its dissidence over two of Geely’s patents to the 
administration. But after careful investigation, the office refused Daim- 
lerChrysler’s requirements and issued patents to Geely. 

It’s clear Geely’s production is legal. Why is there still so much misunder- 
standing? It seems people are opinionated. They usually think the exotic is 
the best. It’s unfair on Geely. After having absorbed others’ merits, Geely has 
transformed these into their own ideas and technology. Li Shufu also said 
“no one car has five engines and two wheels,” by which he means no matter 
how much you modify the shape, a car is still just a car. There isn’t such an 
essential difference between every brand. 

Style changes with the times. Sometimes people prefer a sharp and con- 
cise shape, while at other times they appreciate the smooth and flat. It’s a 
trend. You can’t say one manufacturer plagiarizes another. 

Xia Guangwen, postgraduate, Department of Automotive 
Engineering, Tsinghua University 

I think it’s improper to consider imitation in the car industry as plagiary. 
It’s easy to judge whether a student plagiarizes another’s article. But it’s to- 
tally different in this case. It’s more suitable to adopt the word ‘reference’ 
to describe this phenomenon. It’s common to absorb others’ merits in any 
industry. 

The shape of an automobile embodies its aesthetic value. I would rather 
consider the shape as an art, not just manufacturing. Designers derive inspi- 
ration from others, more or less, as beauty is universal. 

Manufacturers pay for referencing. For instance, Geely can absorb the 
shape of other brands, but it can’t obtain the special dies from other compa- 
nies. It’s also impossible for DaimlerChrysler to show their core technology 
to others. Geely still needs to spend a great deal of time and energy to com- 
plete final production. 

Liu Ning, employee, State Intellectual Property Office of China 

The Law of Patent rules that the patent of a car’s shape lasts ten years 
from its application date. If some patent is outside of this legal protection 
period, another manufacturer can use the content involved in this patent. 
Otherwise, the company owning the patent can sue others. 

There is a long history of protecting patents in western countries. Mul- 
tinational corporations will adopt these methods to protect their profits if 
there is really some violation. 
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“Ikeja mortuary is filled; 
they have started to use oth- 
er local government facili- 
ties. It's a disaster. We did 
not anticipate it would rise 
to this level. Now we have 
seen the impact and it is a 
devastating one.” 

— Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
Governor of the State of 
Lagos, Nigeria, after the 
Lagos armors explosion 

“Is a short-term stimulus 
program needed ? I'd say it 
is. I don't see any real evi- 
dence yet that the recession 
has ended. I think it is im- 
portant to recognize that es- 
pecially some sectors are still 
struggling. You still have a 
large number of people un- 
employed,” 

— Tom Daschle of South 
Dakota, USA Senate Ma- 
jority Leader 

“He chose to embrace fa- 
natics, and his allegiance 
to those terrorists never fal- 
tered. Terrorists did not 
compel John Walker Lindh 
to join them. John Walker 
Lindh chose terrorists. We 
may never know why he 
turned his back on our coun- 
try and our values, but we 
cannot ignore that he did. 
Youth is not absolution for 
treachery, and personal self- 
discovery is not an excuse to 
take up arms against your 
country.” 

— John Ashcroft, USA At- 
torney General 

By Chen Ying 



How Beijing Today broke the story 
on December 7, 2001 

Killer’s Wife 
Left Alone 

By Chen Ying 

His appeal rejected, hammer 
killer Luo Feng was executed 
by gunshot on Friday morning, 
January 18 by order of Zhejiang 
Province Higher People’s Court. 

Luo left behind Zheng Xueli, 
his childless wife, who failed in 
her attempts to obtain legal per- 
mission to have their baby via 
artificial insemination. 

Luo was sentenced by 
Zhoushan Intermediate People’s 
Court on August 7 for the mur- 
der of Wang Ying, Zhoushan 
trading company vice manager. 
Luo battered his boss to death 
with an octagonal hammer after 
quarreling over a five-yuan fare 
on May 29 last year. 

Zheng had wanted to have 
their baby through artificial fer- 
tilization, but Zhoushan Inter- 
mediate People’s Court refused 
the day after her husband’s 
death sentence. 

Zheng submitted a written 
request to Zhejiang Province 
Higher People’s Court on No- 
vember 12, which forwarded the 
suggestion to the Supreme Peo- 
ple’s Court. The court didn’t re- 
spond. 

Zheng and Luo’s mother were 
permitted to see Luo at Dinghai 
Detention Center and leave be- 
fore his execution. 

It was the first case of its 
kind in China and a popular 
topic around the country with 
newspapers reporting the case. 
Debates filled the Internet and 
legal experts offered different 
points of view. But for Zheng 
and Luo, the debate is over. 
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Beijing, Shanghai, and Shenzhen 
Leading China’s Innovative Economy 


By Su Wei 

Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen 
form a golden triangle in innovative 
economic development. 

The Great Wall Enterprises In- 
stitute has completed a study on 
the three cities, looking at financial 
conditions, human resources, science 
and technology, innovative services, 
internationalization standards, in- 
formationalization as well as eco- 
nomic structures. 

China’s innovative economy 
golden area 

The three cities Beijing, Shang- 
hai and Shenzhen form an isosce- 
les triangle, covering most of the 
areas that have achieved develop- 
ment success in the period of eco- 
nomic reform. 

The study reveals that Beijing 
has the largest potential in the in- 
novative economy; Shanghai has 
strengthened its position as the 
leading production base in China; 
and Shenzhen attracts the most sci- 
entific and technological human re- 
sources. 

It also predicts that Beijing will 
become an intellectual and innova- 
tive economy center in the Asia -Pa- 
cific region; Shanghai will focus on 
international operations and busi- 
ness center as well as the base; 
Shenzhen will concentrate on be- 
coming the world’s leading informa- 
tion production center. 

Shenzhen has the strongest 
financial support 

Although Shenzhen is newly de- 
veloped compared with Beijing and 
Shanghai, it has won much stron- 
ger financial support. 

The reason may be that 
Shenzhen started opening to the 
outside world much earlier. Salaries 
are higher and people have more 
savings. 

Also there are more listed com- 
panies in Shenzen than in Beijing 
or Shanghai. 

Meanwhile, enterprises in 
Shenzhen have sought to stream- 


line their management and opera- 
tions, with increased input in science 
and technology. 

Now the investment system in 
Shenzhen is characterized by multi- 
ple channels directed at science and 
technology. 

Shanghai lags behind 
in scientific and 
technological efficiency 

The number of scientific re- 
search institutes and multi-na- 
tional companies in Shanghai is 
slightly lower than Beijing. The in- 
put in science and technology and 
the number of patent applications 
in Shanghai are also lower than in 
the other two cities. 

Beijing’s status as the national 
capital, its long history and large 
number of universities is an advan- 
tage here. 

Shanghai is a city with tradition- 
al industries. But more consider- 
ations have been given to speeding 
up the development of those pillar 
industries relating to production 
and optimizing of structures. 

Shenzhen, although it was a fish- 
ing village prior to 1980, has made 
great efforts in strengthening ties 
between research institutes and en- 
terprises. 

Innovative services proper 
in Beijing 

Beijing is seen as having the 
best service environment for inno- 
vative industries as a whole, though 
Shanghai and Shenzhen both have 
a greater number of Certified Pub- 
lic Accountants and financial orga- 
nizations. 

The reason may be that since 
1999 the project of establishing and 
developing Zhongguancun Science 
Park has been a key focus of the 
central government, Beijing munic- 
ipal government is also devoted to 
developing this area and turning it 
into an intellectual center in China. 

But Shanghai has set its devel- 
oping strategy in the modem service 
industries such as finance, espe- 


cially in the Pudong area, where 
the Fortune Fomm was successful- 
ly held. 

The institute urges both the 
central government and the local 
Shenzhen government to keep up 
the city’s development momentum 
in order to maintain its ability to 
compete with others. 

Beijing offers the greatest 
potential for start-up 
enterprises 

Beijing has the largest number 
of incubators and people involved 
in start-up enterprises per million 
compared with Shanghai and 
Shenzhen. 

It suggests that start-up enter- 
prises are the main economic devel- 
opment model in Beijing, unlike the 
two other cities. 

Specifically, Beijing has focused 
on Zhongguancun Science Park. As 
an intellectual intensive area, more 
research and development insti- 
tutes are expected to be attracted. 

So Beijing will establish it status 
as an international high tech city. 
High level of internationaliza- 
tion achieved in Shenzhen 

Shenzhen is seen as the most 
internationalized city, followed by 
Beijing and then Shanghai. Howev- 
er, Beijing is more attractive to in- 
ternational tourists and Shanghai 
has the highest number of people 
employed in international services. 

It may be due to the fact that 
Shenzhen has long been open to 
the outside world and is character- 
ized by its export-oriented economy; 
Beijing is seen as an international 
tourist attraction, while Shanghai 
concentrates on internationaliza- 
tion, especially in international la- 
bor cooperation. 

Beijing ranks highest in 
informationalization 

In informationalization, Beijing 
has surpassed Shanghai and 
Shenzhen with the largest number 
of Internet users and registered 
domain names. Shenzhen has the 


largest number of mobile phone us- 
ers. 

Beijing has an unshakable posi- 
tion as the governmental informa- 
tional center. 

The wide use of mobile phones 
reflects that Shenzhen, as a young 
city, is characterized by its embrac- 
ing of modem consumption trends. 
Beijing and Shenzhen both 
have more suitable 
economic structure 

Beijing is able to provide the 
highest standard of technological 
services and Shenzhen has the big- 
gest high-tech production. 

This suggests that Beijing has 
the advantage in terms of innova- 
tive potential, due to the compara- 
tively high number of scientific and 
research institutes. 

But Shenzhen is strong in terms 
of high-tech production industries, 
due to its high level of foreign in- 
vestment. 

Innovative area will expand 
outside Beijing 

The center of Beijing innovative 
economy center is Zhongguancun 
Science Park, but some mral areas 
in Beijing also have actively at- 
tracted universities, research insti- 
tutes and some collective scientific 
and technological enterprises to put 
their research results into practice. 

The circle of Beijing high tech in- 
dustry area will be expanded along 
the Beijing-Tianjin - Tanggu high- 
way, taking in the Langfang Eco- 
nomic Development Area, Tianjin 
High-tech Development Area, 
Tianjin Economic Development 
Area and Tianjin Port Economic De- 
velopment Area. 

Shanghai has three 
economic expansion areas 

Further economic development 
in Shanghai will see an expansion of 
development in the Yangtze Delta, 
with both traditional and high-tech 
production industries in Shanghai 
going to Suzhou, Wuxi and Kun- 
shan; while Nanjing, Changzhou 


and Zhenjiang mainly develop me- 
chanical and electronic industries. 
Hangzhou, Huzhou, Jiaxing and 
Ningbo will also establish some tra- 
ditional industries transferred from 
Shanghai. 

Production and sales in 
Shenzhen systemized 

Since most investors attracted to 
Shenzhen nowadays establish then- 
factories in some small towns, such 


as Dongwan and Huizhou, these 
areas have become new bases for 
information technology and produc- 
tion both in China and overseas. 

Now, factories in Dongwan and 
Huizhou conduct the processing, 
manufacturing and assembling, 
while Shenzhen acts as a store, pro- 
cessing overseas orders, supplying 
materials, promoting markets and 
developing research. 


Breakdown of economic indices, city by city. 




City 

Beijing 

Shanghai 

Shenzhen 


Index 

Ranking 

* Points 

Ranking 

* Points 

Ranking 

* Points 

A 

A1 

Number of people with bank accounts 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


A2 

Number of listed companies 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


B1 

Number of specialists and technicians 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

B 

B2 

Number of non-local residents 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


B3 

Average salary 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


B4 

Visitors per day 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


B5 

People investing in stock market 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


Cl 

Investment in science and technology 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


C2 

Number of patents 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

C 

C3 

Number of science and research institutes 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


C4 

Number of multinational companies and 
R&D institutes 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


D1 

Number of lawyers 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


D2 

Number of CPAs 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

D 

D3 

Number of information consulting services 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

D4 

Number of financial organization 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


D5 

Turnover of tech-related trade 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


D6 

Innovative industry funds 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

E 

El 

Number of incubators 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


E2 

Number of innovative enterprises 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 


FI 

Number of people employed overseas 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

F 

F2 

Foreign investment 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


F3 

International tourists 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


F4 

Import volume 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


G1 

Number of internet users 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

G 

G2 

Registered domain names 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


G3 

Number of mobile phone users 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


HI 

Percentage of GDP used on research and 
comprehensive technological services 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

H 

H2 

Percentage of industrial production taken 
by high-tech 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


H3 

Percentage of industrial production taken 
by non-governmental industrial production 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


H4 

Income as a percentage of GDP 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 


Total 



69 


49 


62 


*A city gets 3 points for a ranking of 1, 2 points for ranking of 2 and 1 points for a ranking of 3. 
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aiming at the adver tiser's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the pol icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 
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WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



t.\ 


x A ^ 


You Couldn't 

Address yourself Better in Beijing 
Clients may also enjoy the 
folloowing benefits: 

#24-hour room service 
#Undergound Parking 
#Business Centre 

#15% discount at best on food &bev- 
erage, shopping and recreational area 

Cal use now to arrange for 
a site inspection to find 
out more. 

Mr. Ashley Wong, Property Manager at 

Tel:(86-10)65973388ext:1400 
Fax:186-10165978182 



CHINA LIFE TOWER 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 
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Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/s quar emeter/day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 
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BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004RR .China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 
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BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

, Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services !Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs,and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:Department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management F ees : PalacelntemationakRMBSOO per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 
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Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next| 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Ar03: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkillS font: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE, E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult afifairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages. 

TEL:86- 10-835 112 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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The Camels 
are 

Dying! 


Environmental Degradation in Alashan is 
threatening an ancient way of life 



A sign of starvation: camels loose their hair and skin 


* 
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Dead camels are a common sight 



Frequent sandstorms quickly bleach the bones 

Photos by Lu Tongjing 


By Li Yanchun/ Jane Yang/ Anna 
Chai 

Camels dead and dying of 
starvation, goats dressed in cloth- 
ing to prevent them from eating 
each others wool, wells filled with 
sand, ravenous wolves... These 
are just some of the photos tak- 
en by Lu Tongjing, a voluntary 
environmentalist who sold his 
possessions in order to fund his 
bringing more than 20,000 pho- 
tos to Beijing, looking for support 
for his photo exhibition. 

Walking in Alashan, a remote 
area in the western-most corner 
of Inner Mongolia, you can see 
camels’ corpses and bones every 
half kilometer or so. The fre- 
quent sandstorms soon bleach 
the bones white. One newborn 
camel couldn’t even stand. When 
asked the reason, a herdsman 
said, “How can it survive when 
its mother is starving?” 
Man-made catastrophe 

Have you ever seen a flock 
of colorfully dressed goats? On 
the bare grasslands of Alashan, 
the goats are dressed in colored 
clothes. The reason is that they 
have nothing to eat. There was 
not a drop of rain last year, and 
there is no grass left. With no 
food, the starving goats begin to 
eat each other’s wool, the herds- 
men’s treasure. 

And it is the goats themselves 
that are the main cause of this 
environmental disaster. In 1982, 
a Japanese company invested 
in a project to raise goats for 
cashmere production in Alashan. 
Since then, the number of goats 
has multiplied rapidly. However, 
according to the director general 
of the Inner Mongolia Environ- 
mental Protection Bureau, goats 
have never before been bred in 
Inner Mongolia, and they have 
upset the ecological balance of 
the region. Unlike sheep, goats 
eat not only the grass, but also 
the roots of the grass, destroying 
the natural pastures. 

According to scientific re- 
search, 80,400 square kilometers 
of grassland should support no 
more than 200,000 head of live- 
stock, whereas the present num- 
ber is 1,600,000, 80% of which 
are goats. Overgrazing puts tre- 
mendous pressure on the grass- 
land, and the camels, the natural 
inhabitants, are the first to suf- 
fer the effects. 

The sign of a camels’ impend- 
ing death is their hair and skin 
begins to fall off. Lu’s camera has 
recorded many such tragic sto- 
ries. Some lose their skin in great 


patches, some cannot stand up 
or carry water, and some are 
stricken to blind by sandstorms. 
Another symptom of ecological 
deterioration is the proliferation 
of a kind of weed called “poi- 
sonous grass” by the herdsmen 
over the shrinking grassland. 
The camels’ stomachs swell up 
grotesquely when they eat the 
poisonous grass, and many more 
of the already weakened animals 
die as a result. 

In the Tenggeli Desert, a 


herdsman told Lu that another 
result of the ecological deteriora- 
tion is that packs of wolves have 
become bolder in their search for 
food. His four camels were vic- 
tims of one such attack. 

Alashan was once was known 
as “the home of camels”, boast- 
ing a population of some 250,000. 
Camels mostly eat Malian grass, 
but now the grass has all gone. 

Lu estimated that last year 
there were only 90,000 camels, 
and this year the number may 


fall to just 40,000 or 50,000. “Un- 
less drastic measures are taken 
quickly, within three to five years, 
there may be none left.” Lu says. 
“Chinese culture on the Silk Road 
is co-written by human and cam- 
els, but now, humans are killing 
the camels for short-term inter- 
est.” 

An environmental and hu- 
man disaster 

The teeth of the residents of 
Alashan are yellow, a sign of an 
excess of fluorine in the water. 
In one village, there has been 
no rain for over eight years and 
nine wells have dried up. Where 
once there were more than 200 
households, by June 2001, only 
four households were left. The en- 
vironment is deteriorating year 
by year. Beneath the feet is a 
very thin layer of soil. When you 
step on the ground, the sand 
emerges. The area is suffering 
rapid desertification. 

Following the deterioration of 
the environment, the standard 
of living of the herdsmen is also 
falling. In Alashan, no family can 
even afford a watermelon, at 16 
cents for one kilogram. Lu saw 
kids dressed in the same clothes 
they were wearing when he vis- 
ited three years ago. He asked 
in surprise, “How is it that the 
kids haven’t grown?” Parents re- 
plied, “They don’t have enough 
nutrition.” Herdsmen in Alashan 
only eat two meals a day, and it 
is never enough to satisfy their 
hunger. 

How much will you pay? 

There are 2,600 cashmere fac- 
tories in China; the export price 
of one famous brand cashmere 
sweater is over 1,000 dollars. 

In 2000 the price of cashmere 
was 360 yuan per kilogram, in 
2001 it was 300 yuan, with the 
highest recorded price of 540 
yuan. With local governments ea- 
ger for quick profits and instant 
benefits, enterprises seeking big 
money, and herdsmen desperate 
to support their families, the lim- 
ited grassland resources have al- 
most been destroyed by human’s 
lust. 

In 2001, the goal of one fa- 
mous cashmere factory was to 
become the biggest cashmere fac- 
tory in the world. 

Lu shook a handful of photos 
emotionally, asking “how much 
of our irreplaceable natural re- 
sources to these enterprises need 
to sacrifice for economic interest? 
And how much are they willing 
to pay to undo the damage they 
have done?” 


Juvenile 

Delinquency 

A 14-year-old girl faces sentencing for robbery 


By Ivy Zhang 

Ningning is a problem youth. 
Charged with ten counts of rob- 
bery, totaling over 900 yuan, 
her case was heard last week 
at the Juvenile Criminal Court 
of the Dongcheng District Peo- 
ple’s Court of Beijing. 

Though a verdict has not yet 
been reached, Ningning is like- 
ly to receive a three to ten year 
term in a detention center for 
juveniles or a period of proba- 
tion, according to Gao Yanhong, 
a judge of the court. 

Who is Ningning? 

“Ningning is 1.4 meters 
high and has delicate features, 
with small eyes and a small 
nose,” Gao says. “She looks so 
cute and fragile. The sight of 
her will make you have pity 
on her. ” 

“It is hard to imagine how 
such a little girl could have 
committed dozens of robberies. 
She cried when her parents 
visited her in detention, but 
she looks very indifferent,” she 
added. 

Born in 1987, Ningning’s 
family life has been far from 
harmonious. Her father is a 
construction worker and her 
mother an employee at a hotel. 
Ningning lived with her par- 
ents, grandfather and a di- 
vorced uncle. With five people 
crowded into a two-bedroom 
apartment, household disputes 
occurred frequently. 

When Ningning was three 
years old, her father went 
abroad. Three years later, he 
returned, but the relationship 
between him and Ningning’s 
mother worsened and the cou- 
ple divorced in 2000. 

Feeling no warmth at home 
and witnessing frequent quar- 
rels, Ningning told the court 
she often felt scared and re- 
luctant to go home. She took 
to wandering around the city, 
spending evenings at bars, hair 
salons, or public baths. 

At the age of 13, Ningning 
met a boy who coaxed her to 
have an affair with him. “When 
I made love for the first time, 
I had no idea what was going 
on,” Ningning told the judge. 
Soon after, the boy disappeared, 
leaving her feeling frustrated 
and full of despair. 

After that, Ningning 
dropped out of school and went 
through a succession of boy- 
friends, so many that she her- 
self has lost count. Just before 
her arrest for robbery, the young 
girl had an abortion. 

In 2000, Ningning, together 
with a group of boys, started 
robbing kids “to get money to 
make a living” as she puts it, be- 
coming a notorious “little dev- 
il” in her neighborhood. In her 
confession Ningning admitted 
that she robbed kids nearly ev- 
eryday, sometimes three or four 
times a day. 

According to Chinese law, 
those over the age of 14 can 
be held accountable for crimes 
they are accused of in court. 
Ningning, who turned 14 in 
2001, was tried for offences she 
had committed since then. 
What is the Juvenile Crim- 
inal Court? 

The first Juvenile Court in 
China opened in Shanghai in 
1987. Six years later, the Ju- 
venile Criminal Court was 
launched at the Dongcheng Peo- 
ple’s Court of Beijing. 

There are now four juvenile 
courts in Beijing, in Dongcheng, 
Xuanwu, Mentougou and Feng- 
tai districts. 

The Juvenile Criminal Court 
is independent of other courts, 
and is designed to try cases 
involving defendants aged be- 
tween 14 and 18 years old. 
Trials dealing with infringe- 
ment of juveniles’ rights are 
also heard in this court. 

Unlike other courts, the ju- 
venile court places an emphasis 
on education, rather than pun- 
ishment, in an effort to prevent 
youth from committing crimes. 

About 80 cases were tried at 
the Dongcheng Juvenile Court 



Established in January 1993, 
the Dongcheng Juvenile Court 
in Beijing stresses the impor- 
tance of education 

Photo by Qu Liyan 

last year. Though there is a lack 
of specific criminal laws tar- 
geting juveniles, the court tries 
to minimize punishments im- 
posed on young offenders, by 
cutting jail terms, putting of- 
fenders on probation or impos- 
ing fines. 

Shao Jinchang, Chief Judge 
of the Dongcheng Juvenile 
Court highlights four key as- 
pects of the juvenile court: 

• Hearings are not open to 
the public 

• In addition to lawyers des- 
ignated by the court, parents 
can also defend their children. 
Defendants enjoy all rights en- 
titled to an adult. 

• Education is highlighted 
during the court hearing 

• Follow up education and 
assistance is provided to those 
on probation 

It usually takes one month 
to one and a half months to 
hear a case. During the hear- 
ings, most defendants express 
remorse for their wrongdoings. 

Once a convicted youth has 
completed his or her period of 
probation or other punishment 
imposed by the court, they are 
free to lead a normal life. Some 
go on to college, and only 1% 
commits further crimes, accord- 
ing to Shao. 

What causes juvenile 
delinquency? 

During Ningning’s trial, her 
father said to the judge, “So 
many couples break up, why is 
it that my girl became a crimi- 
nal? 

“The family relationship has 
a great impact on the child,” 
Judge Gao says. “Often children 
are terribly spoiled and head- 
strong before a family breaks 
up. After the parents divorce, 
the child is unable to accept the 
fact emotionally.” 

Looking at the psychologi- 
cal side of youngsters in trou- 
bled times, Professor Zhou 
Zhenxiang, deputy managing 
president of China Juvenile 
Delinquency Association says 
these kids are in a transitional 
period from childhood to adult- 
hood. They tend to handle 
things in an irrational way, 
without thinking of the conse- 
quences. 

Chief Justice Shao, who has 
been working at the Dongcheng 
Juvenile Court for more than 
seven years, says that family, 
school and society are all re- 
sponsible for juvenile delin- 
quency. 

Schools should increase stu- 
dents’ awareness of the law, let- 
ting them know theft of even 
one yuan is a crime. Also, the 
school, along with the commu- 
nity and local police should 
keep track of students who drop 
out and watch for their illegal 
conduct, Shao says. 

Personnel mobility is also a 
contributing factor in juvenile 
delinquency. Two thirds of the 
defendants at the Dongcheng 
Juvenile Court are from out 
of town. Migrant workers usu- 
ally have an enormous burden 
in making enough to support 
themselves and their family, 
and they are often unable to 
keep a close watch over their 
children, Shao added. 
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Breathing Stories 
Of an An^a|eiilPCipi4jpd 



By Zhao Pu 

A t the beginning of the 
last century, French 
financier Albert Kahn 
stopped in China on 
his round-the-world tour and 
took over 2,000 pictures of this 
ancient and mysterious land, in- 
cluding a one-hour movie. Two- 
fifths of these precious old 
photos were shot in Beijing, at 
a time of transition from the 
eclipse of the last dynasty to the 
Republic of China (ROC) (Min- 
guo period 1912-1949). 

81 photos returned “home” at 
the end of 2001, and have been 
exhibited at Old Beijing Street 
in Sun Dong An 
Plaza since Christmas day. The 
city gates, bazaars, teashops, Si- 
heyuans and men wearing long 
pigtails in the gray pictures, 
where and who were they? It’s 
hard to say since so little of the 
city remains as it was a century 
ago. 

But there is one person who 
can decode every one of those 
old photos in detail, right down 
to the exact location, the identi- 
ties of the people and the scene 
taking place — Li Tiehu, a senior 
researcher on ROC history from 
the Capital Museum. He’s known 
as the ‘Minguo Archive’, or as an 
encyclopedia of ROC history. He 
hides a map of the old city of 
Beijing in his mind. Whatever he 
encounters, people or places, are 
all history and cultures in his 
eyes. And finding out his story 
and that of his family is even 
more interesting. 

The city and its people 

Talking with 64-year-old Li is 
great fun. Before delving into his 
memories, he’ll interrogate you 
down to your family’s most dis- 
tant history. “Are you a Beijing 
native? And your parents? How 
about your grandma? Does your 
family keep a record of descen- 
dents? What did your grandpa 
do when he was young? How 
many people worked in your 
grandpa’s little jewelry work- 
shop at that time...?” 

He won’t start talking about 
himself until all these ‘historical 
vacancies’ are filled. Then, con- 
tentedly, he leisurely begins his 
prolog, “You want to know about 
me and my family? I’ll have to 
start with something about old 
Beijing and Beijingers.” 

The warm smile on his face 
suggests that this is his favorite 
topic, the city and its people. I 
learned from his slow and en- 
lightening flow of words that he 
loves and is proud of the city and 
its people as his roots. His family 
story is an epitome of the city’s 
past. 

“Beijing is a great place. 
Without mentioning the 3,000 
years history and the glory of be- 



ing the capital for the last four 
dynasties, the city has a particu- 
lar noble and graceful air, which 
is not found in other places in 
the country. Beijing is a galaxy 
of talents.” He described the city 
with the name of the Oscar win- 
ning film Crouching Tiger, Hid- 
den Dragon. 

Being the capital of the last 
four dynasties over the recent 
700 years, Beijing attracted tal- 
ents from all over China pro- 
viding abundant opportunities 
and a prosperous future. Schol- 
ars, merchants and officials from 
other places brought their fami- 
lies and settled down in Beijing, 
while workmen coming to look 
for jobs couldn’t afford to move 
here with their families. The pull 
of the capital testifies to its role 
as a talent-gathering center for 
the country. 

A laid-off worker receiving 
alms from the government at 
present could be the descendant 
of a high official or the richest 
merchant 200 years ago, or bear 
the royal Manchu surname from 
the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). 
Quite frequently this is often the 
case. 

Descendant of a Ming Gen- 
eral 

Li’s own family is a case in 
point. There was a renowned 
general named Li Chengliang in 
his family tree some 500 years 
ago in the Ming Dynasty. 

“I still remember the first 
two sentences of my family’s 
ancestry—' A, MW 
said Li. The charac- 
ters mean that Li’s family were 
originally Korean, and moved to 
the east of Liaoning Province 
in the early Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644). 

His ancestors moved to Tiel- 
ing in northeast China’s Liaon- 
ing Province some 600 hundred 
years ago. Li Chengliang, the 
fifth generation of his family in 
China was titled Ningyuan Earl 
in Emperor Zhudi’s reign, guard- 
ing the east Liaoning Province. 
He moved to Beijing in the 15th 
century with his family. 
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“I’m the descendant of his 
third son,” said Li Tiehu. Though 
there was no record of other 
high status in the family’s ances- 
try, following generations of Li’s 
family were all intellectuals at 
least. The family once occupied a 
graveyard in the outskirts north 
of Beijing. 

Li’s family enjoyed the title 
and status of Manchu in the 
Qing Dynasty, and so women in 
the family were not subjected to 
foot binding. “My family declined 
at the end of Qing Dynasty. My 
grandpa was a an elementary 
school teacher.” Li’s father had 
no job and life was hard at the 
end of Republican period. 

Li was born in 1938, as the 
third child in his family. Though 
life was tough, his parents in- 
sisted on sending him to school. 
“That was the unbreakable tra- 
dition of my family, every boy 
went to school. My mom sold our 
only two big wooden trunks for 
my school fees and forced me to 
school.” He remembered that he 
seldom ate lunch at school be- 
cause he could hardly afford to 
buy any food, “but I was the best 
student in the class, and was tal- 
ented in history and foreign lan- 
guages.” 

Li followed the system all 
the way through to university 
and became a history major 
in Tianjin Normal College (now 
Hebei University) in 1957. That 
was a turbulent period in China, 
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® Li explains old photos 
to visitors 

®) This is a Ming tablet 
in the Confucius Temple 

(® Li delivers a speech on 
the old photo exhibition 
in Sun Dong An 

(jp) The cat Pipi is the only 
pet in Li’s family 

@)Li in 1943 , five years 
old 
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and his four years in college 
were mostly consumed in 
various movements. “I 
grabbed every possible min- 
ute to study, and thankfully 
I didn’t waste my youth in 
college.” 

After graduation, Li 
worked as a history teacher 
in high school for 19 years 
and then a historical re- 
searcher at the Academy 
of Social Sciences of Hebei 
Province for 5 years. Li 
was one of those who hide 
a dark corner in their mem- 
ory about the Cultural Rev- 
olution. “My elder brother 
joined the Kuomintang and 
escaped to Taiwan in 1949, 
and thus I suffered a lot as 
one of his relatives, a reaction- 
ary.” He flinched from further 
talk of that period, shrinking 
from the pain left in his mind. 


My career is my pleasure 
and my faith 

In 1985, Li returned to his 
hometown at the age of 47. “I 
was looking forward to returning 
to Beijing, the place I spent my 
childhood.” He joined the Capital 
Museum as a researcher of ROC 
history. “There are two reasons 
for me to choose the ROC period 
as my specialty. One is that I 
was born at the end of that 
special period; and the second 
is that most historians research 
ancient history, very few focus on 
the period of history staged just 
90 years ago,” revealed Li. 

In his past 17 years’ research 
in the museum, he has pub- 
lished numerous treatises total- 
ing 300,000 characters in many 
journals and magazines. He’s a 


famous appraiser of old photos 
and objects of the ROC period 
in Beijing. Many exhibitions like 
the French one staged in Sun 
Dong An Plaza are now ap- 
praised by him. 

“Working in a museum, be- 
ing a historian is not enough, 
one needs to know about every- 
thing — culture, literature, food, 
architecture, religion, clothing, 
currencies...” Li has a strong in- 
terest in collecting: he started 
collecting stamps from the age 
of five years old and began to 
collect coins and maps years 
ago. Li’s research is not limited 
to history, he studies religion, 
architecture and clothing of dif- 
ferent places and nationalities. 
Li walks a lot in his leisure 
time, strolling the streets of 
Beijing and searching for traces 
of history. Ordinary and routine 
things in others’ eyes turn out 
to be history and culture in his 
mind. 

Li has another particular 
hobby in the form of correcting 
mistakes for others. “I can’t 
stand the mistakes related to 
the ROC history in books or 
magazines. Whenever I find a 
mistake, I write to both the 
publisher and the writer to cor- 
rect their mistake.” Li has made 
many friends through his correc- 
tions, while offending many oth- 
ers at the same time. 

Li is very optimistic, and lives 
an extremely simple life. He ab- 
stains from smoking and alco- 
hol, and eats as a vegetarian. 

He has no expensive clothes, and 
lives in two small rooms with 
his wife and son. “My career is 
my pleasure and also my faith,” 
Li smiled. His only worry is the 
lack of time and energy to go 
deeper into his research. 

We are interested in reporting 
common people, their stories, their 
feelings. If you have any personal 
experiences or you know someone 
who have such experiences, please 
contact us. 

We would like to help you if you 
have any trouble, we would like 
to share your happiness if you are 
cheerful. 

Our E-mail Address is: 

portrait® ynet. com 

Our Fax Number is: 
( 010)65902525 
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I t’s no exaggeration: in any kindergarten 
in Beijing, ask any five-year-old, and the 
kid may tell you that he can recite Thoughts 
on a Silent Night ( ): 

Before my bed a pool of light — 

Can it be frost upon the ground ? 

Eyes raised, I see the moon so bright; 

Head bent, in homesickness Fm drowned. 
And “Who wrote this poem?” 

“Li Bai,” answers the child’s sweet voice. 

Li Bai, one of the greatest poets in Chinese 
literature, began his legendary life with a leg- 
end. This was recorded in the history of Chinese 
literature: Li Bai’s mother dreamt of the star 
Venus, then gave birth to a child, so she named 
her son after the name of the star, in Chinese 
“Taibai”. Li Bai’s mother certainly could not 
foresee a very interesting coincidence, that her 
son shares the same name with the goddess of 
love and beauty in Roman mythology, the god- 
dess of romance. Li Bai happens to be a beloved 
representative of romantic poets. 

Now we have a star in the sky above named 
after Li Bai. So on a winter’s night as tempera- 
tures plunge below zero, gazing up at the clear 
sky, one might feel warm in the heart for there 
is a star twinkling with the name of Li Bai. 

We may feel gratified to the mass media, for 
the first time, for its power of penetrating peo- 
ple’s lives. Throughout the month of February, 
we could hear a name being repeated over and 
over again, a name that we grow up with, a 
name to long for, to be in love with or to be jeal- 
ous of, a poetic genius, a poet immortal, Li Bai. 

A man of inspiration becomes the inspiration 
of the modern artists. 

So we have well-known composer Guo Wen- 
jing and his work, which is going to be performed 
on February 7, using the title of a Li Bai clas- 
sic: Hard is the Road to Shu (Shu, present-day 
Sichuan Province). “I admit that Li Bai’s long 
poem arouses my profound sympathy,” said Guo. 
He thinks that Li’s piece manifested a sense of 
great momentum, richness, and solemnity, so it 
is with his symphonic chorus. 

We have composer Zhou Long, who illus- 
trates the artistic conception of four Tang Dy- 
nasty poems, including one of Li Bai’s with his 
notes. 

We have the modem dancers from the 
Guangdong Modern Dance Troupe to describe an 
unrestrained poet with their modern language. 

We have Rigma Christina Johnson from the 
Norwegian Embassy, who has been living in Chi- 
na for over 20 years, and who is going to recite 
Thoughts on a Silent Night in her mother tongue. 
Ms. Johnson said that she was fond of Li Bai, and 
that her son’s name Yunfan (^r+A) was picked 
from Li Bai’s poem, while many Norwegian poets 
have been influenced by him. 

What words could we use to describe the 
poet? Who, in his short 61 years, made his being 
into a poem for later generations to recite over 
and over again? 

Every Chinese who loves the language loves 
Li Bai. The best way to commemorate him is to 
read his poems. 

People say you never die if you live in peo- 
ple’s hearts. 

Tao Yuanming (365-427), another great name 
in Chinese literature, wrote a poem titled Ode 
to Jin Ke, for the hero in the Warring States 
Period (475-22 1BC) remembered by later gen- 
erations for assassinating Ying Zheng, the first 
Emperor of the Qin Dynasty (221-207BC) with 
a dagger, though he failed. The last two five- 
character verses tUH, can be 

roughly translated as: although Jin Ke died, his 
spirit inspires for thousands of years. 

We dedicate these two lines to Li Bai. 

By Miao Yajie 


Starting from February 4, next Monday, a series of performances and an exhibition will 
be presented to commemorate the 1,300th anniversary of the birth of Li Bai (701-762), the 
greatest romantic poet of the Tang Dynasty (618-907). This is the first time for the capital 
to hold such a large-scale public celebration of the poet with participation from the mass 
media rather than a small academic circle. 

The Undying Poet 

— Dedicated to the Great High Tang Poet Li Bai 


biography 

Li Bai (701 -762), styled Taibai ), or Qinglian Jushi 
(Blue Lotus Recluse), is considered as the 
greatest romantic poet of the Tang dynasty (61B -907). 

Born as a son of a rich merchant Li Bai moved to Sich- 
uan with his father when he was about five years old. He 
was influenced by both Confucianism and Taoism as a child. 

At about the age of 25, Li Bai left Sichuan to find some 
Taoist recluses, make some new friends and visit some 
places. In the year 727, he arrived at Anlu (4c- f&) in Hubei 
province, where he married. He then settled down in this 
little village for nearly ten years, living a quiet life. 

When he was about 42, Li Bai was assigned a post in 
the government in the capital Chang’an (present-day Xi’an), 
proving a source of scholarly expertise for the emperor. 
Two years later in 745, Li Bai was slandered and exiled from 
Chang’an. Some said that Lady Yang (the emperor’s favor- 
ite concubine) was offended by poems he had written for 
her. 

Li Bai subsequently continued aimlessly wandering all 
over the country. At the age of 57, he was exiled again be- 
cause of involvement in an abortive rebellion. This difficult 
time proved also to be his most productive period. Con- 
cerns for the fate of the country, dissatisfaction with the 
government, yearning for family and friends and longing for 
an imaginary land of freedom inspired him to write a mas- 
sive opus of poetry. 

Freed by an amnesty on the road of exile, Li Bai started 
traveling again. In the year 762, the frustrated poet died 
from disease at Dangtu ( ^ t^) in Anhui province, aged 62. 

By Shi Xinyu 



Collected by the Palace Museum, Taipei 


Main Commemorative Activities 

Exhibition of Collections from 
Sichuan Li Bai Museum 
Opening Dates: February 4 - 
February 20, 2002 
Exhibition Location: Museum 
of the China Millennium 
Monument ( + 

Time: 8:30am - 5:30pm, seven 
days a week 
Entry Fee: 30 yuan 

Dreaming of Li Bai ) 

- A modern dance show 
performed by Guangdong 
Modern Dance Company 
Performance Dates: February 5 

- February 6, 2002 

Venue: Tian Qiao Theater ( A#- 

Time: 7:30pm 

Ticket Price: 80 ~ 600 yuan 

Bright Moon Raising from Tian 
Mountain (Bfl f\ i±5 Aib) 

- A symphony concert 
performed by Beijing Symphony 



Photo provided by Yang Nan 


Orchestra 

Performance Date: February 7, 

2002. 

Venue: Tian Qiao Theater 

&]%) 

Time: 7:30pm 

Ticket Price: 60 ~ 380 yuan 


Li Bai Poetry Recital 
Performance Dates: February 9 - 
February 10, 2002. 

Venue: Tian Qiao Theater (^# 

&]%) 

Time: 7:30pm 

Ticket Price: 60 ~ 500 yuan 
Ticket Hotline: 6406 8888 
6406 9999 


Yearning 

l yearn -For one 

Who’s in Chang’an. 

In autumn crickets wail be- 
side the golden rail; 

The first frost, although 
light, invades the bed’s delight. 

My lonely lamp burns dull, of 
longing I would die; 

Rolling up screens to view 
the moon, in vain I sigh. 

My flowerlike beauty’s high 

As the cloud in the sky 

Above, the boundless heav- 
en blue is seen; 

3elow, the endless river rolls 
its billows green. 

My soul can’t fly o’er sky so 
vast or earth so wide; 

In dreams I can’t go through 
mountain pass to her side. 

We are so far apart, 

The yearning breaks my 
heart. 

( /translati ed by Xu Yuan- 

zhong) 


INTERVIEW 


T he earliest western record of 
Li Bai found so far was by 
a French Sinologist J.J.M.Aniot, 
whose book containing an intro- 
duction to Tang Dynasty poets including 
Li Bai and Du Fu was published in 1779 
and 1780. With regard to the research and 
critical writings on Li Bai and translation 
of his works outside China, Beijing Today 
interviewed professor Zhou Faxing, from 
the Institute of Literature, Chinese Acad- 
emy of Social Science. 

Q: Is Li Bai the favorite of Sinologists? 
Do they introduce his works most ? 

A: No, not really. But he is definitely 
among those being most researched and 
translated. Many of Wang Wei’s (701-761) 
landscape poems have been translated. 
One reason, I think, is his poems are filled 
with boundless imagination and allusions, 
for example, Hard is the Road to Shu. 

However, since the 18th century, trans- 
lations and introductions of Li’s poems 
have been published in English, French, 
German, Spanish, Portuguese, Swedish, 
Russian, Romanian, Albanian, Czech, and 
more. Li ranks top in the amount of lan- 
guages to be translated into. 

Q: How do they (foreign scholars) re- 
search Li Bai ? Do they have their own 
characteristics ? 

A: Strictly speaking, the research can 
be divided into two groups. One is the 
Japanese and Korean group; the other is 
that in western countries. Japan and Ko- 
rea follow almost the same research meth- 
od with China. For these two countries, 
they both experienced a period when they 
didn’t have their own written language, 
and they treat the original poems in Chi- 
nese as their classic literature. So in Ja- 
pan, there are fewer translation versions 
of Li Bai’s works than research and criti- 
cal writings, on the other hand, western 
countries have their own research theo- 
ries, and the amount of translations are 
relatively large. 

Q: What achievements have foreign 
scholars made ? 

A: Due to different concepts of appre- 
ciation and text, foreign Sinologists some- 
times raise new topics, or new angles. For 
example, a bunch of Li Bai’s letters writ- 
ten to seek for official position have been 
compiled. In my view, their research to 
some extent could compare with our re- 
search, and the two are mutually comple- 
mentary. 

Q: Are there any famous foreign re- 
searchers or books on Li Bai ? 

A: The first History of Chinese Liter- 
ature in Chinese was published by Lin 
Chuanjia in 1908, however, the first His- 
tory of Chinese Literature in English by 
H.A.Giles was published seven years ear- 
lier. And the Russian introduction of Li 
Bai was even earlier than that of Giles’, it 
was published by V. P. Vasil’ev in 1880, but 
because of the language, H.A.Giles’ book 
was more popular. Besides A. Waley and 
S. Owen were both quite influential. 

In Japan, scholars like Aoki Masaru, 
Takebe Toshio, Matsuura Tomohisa have 
satisfying achievements. 

What’s more, famous American mod- 
ern poet Ezra Pound translated 12 of Li 
Bai’s poems in one of his collections in 
1915. His reputation greatly helped the 
popularization of Li Bai. 

Interviewed by Miao Yajie 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, \ 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. \ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
t "Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 } 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

|f^.fJ* : 6:00 - 8:30, 
30 7 c/£400 am, 1000 7E/fJto 
68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
1 n " " ' 1 ' "* JTV iming Daxue stop. 


SC+SCH H**^*tMfrtt*r***r, t IT* 

cbd 10 S’WttJMt, tx-ixm 

o 

***> + tt (('Mi)) „ 

**jw&*b, *&***** , a ****** „ M , 

JfrJfcjttMtJBI, JUW, »¥#*,***» 0 

BifiC + IS®@ 5 m 4 > A, W 4 * 15 

@ ,|s) 

SC+BC B o tMxiM fMWMtlfc! 

ti5(TEL):67320035, 67322002-209 lfS(FAX):67320017 




JFMflO 

nm jo 

MM 

MfciS 


& 




m 9:00-20s 00(M>BYM) MHtMB 9: 00-21 

3 ^ 200 m 

68713790 68713791 68498613 68713790 


iM:isI(104U05.205.106)J20 ft, 804 $,302 811.# 6 ftAE&#T$ 







IEUING TODAY CHAPTER 2M2 11 


E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: LI SHI 



Excerpt from the book: 

My name is Fenfang. Just one month 
ago, I was working as an extra. In movies, 
that is. 

Somewhere deep in the archives of the 
Beijing Film Studio, which houses the 
files of over thirteen thousand movie ex- 
tras and bit-players, you can find a file 
with my name on it. The file contains the 
following pertinent information: 

Name: Wang Fenfang 
Sex: Female 
Year of Birth: 1974 
Height: 1.68 meters 
Bust: 80 centimeters 
Waist: 75 centimeters 
Hip: 90 centimeters 
Blood type: B 
Zodiac sign: Scorpio 
Personality: Split. At times, vivacious 
and outgoing. At others, strangely intro- 
verted and antisocial. 

Key roles: Young female servant (dur- 
ing the Chinese Republican period 1); 
maidservant in a wealthy household; wait- 
ress; bar hostess; head concierge in a 
hotel lobby; female Red Guard number 
one; female spy number two; female on- 
looker number three; “girl in crowd” num- 
ber four; others. 

Special skills and training: Certificates 
of proficiency in Dance and Acrobatics; 
Swordplay; Horsemanship; Qigong; Com- 
puters. 

Hobbies and special interests: Movies. 
Movies. Oh, and movies. 

That’s right. I adore movies, any kind 
of movie - the good and the bad, tear- 
jerkers and comedies, Chinese films and 
foreign films, the easily understood and 
the frustratingly abstruse. In a word, 
I love everything about movies. I love 
watching movies, acting in movies, and 
talking about movies. 

That’s why I’ve taken every little part 
I could get my hands on. And I do mean 
every little part. I’ve had parts where I’ve 
walked into a room, placed a glass of wa- 
ter on a table, and then exited the room 
without speaking a line; I’ve played one 
half of a devastatingly cool couple who 
cross the street in front of a devastating- 
ly cool motorcycle, then disappear from 
the scene without a word; I’ve played a 
female Red Army soldier who falls to the 
ground - again, in silence - as the report 
from a gunshot rings out over her head; 
I’ve played the leader of a female dance 
troupe (who moonlights nights as a mem- 
ber of a bosozoku motorcycle gang) shoot- 
ing up the interior of a discotheque with 
laser guns, as the bones of the fallen 
patrons scatter to the dance floor... I’ve 
played the seductress, tossing my long 



mane of luxuriant hair and turning to the 
camera for one last dazzling smile before 
I walk off toward the horizon. . .I’ve played 
an ill-fated street vendor, too terrified to 
voice a word of protest when her stall is 
overturned by a band of thugs running 
from the law... 

The common thread to all of these roles 
is that I never speak a line in any of them. 
Not a word. Of course, there are some 
roles that I simply refuse to take. For ex- 
ample, I never do anything involving nu- 
dity. Why, you ask? That’s simple: because 
I’m a nice girl, a nice traditional Chinese 
girl. Ah yes, but I’ve already covered that, 
haven’t I? 

But now I’ve decided that I’m not go- 
ing to be an extra anymore. I’ve 
changed professions. I’m going 
to write movies. Wait a min- 
ute, what’s so funny about 
that? It’s not as if I’m trying 
to prove anything, you know. 

This isn’t about proving that I 
have talent, or that I’m lit- 
erate, or that I can write. 

It’s just that in all of the 
roles I’ve played, I’ve nev- 
er said anything. Not a 
line, not a word, not a 
peep, and I’m dead sick 
of it. My voice has been 
muffled too long. On 
the set, it’s always 
“nod-your-head- 
this”, or “shake- 
your-head-that”, 


and when the time comes to film a scene, 
all I have to do is gesture, or blink, or toss 
my hair and keep my mouth shut. 

Not surprisingly, I’m sick and tired of 
this life of silence. That’s why I’ve decided 
to write movies. If I can just take every- 
thing that I want to say and write it into a 
script, that will be enough for me. I don’t 
really give a damn about whether any 
of my scripts actually get made into mov- 
ies. And although I don’t know very much 
about the actual mechanics of writing a 
movie script, I’m sure I could do better 
than most of those half-assed, slapped-to- 
gether efforts you see these days. All I 
have to do is write about myself, right? 

And I’ve got loads of really great 
stories, believe you me. If you 
don’t, just take a look at 
this: 

I come from the 
tiniest little village 
imaginable. Even 
when I was quite 
young, I was already 
scheming ways to es- 
cape from it, to get 
away from my home- 
town once and for 
all. 


Illustration of the book 


Although I was seventeen before I ac- 
tually left my hometown - a Chinese 
mountain hamlet so tiny you couldn’t find 
it on any map - I remember clearly the 
first time I tried to run away from home. I 
was five. The approximate reason for my 
running away was the river that ran be- 
hind our house. The waters of the river 
were profoundly shallow, flowing tireless- 
ly through our village day after day, year 
after year, ageless, timeless. Every after- 
noon, after I finished eating my mother’s 
roasted sweet potatoes, I would gaze out 
toward the banks of the river. As for the 
river itself, it appeared cool and collect- 
ed, almost sublimely unconcerned with 
the hills and valleys, villages and ham- 
lets through which it flowed. I had no 
idea where the river was going or from 
whence it came, since both the source of 
the river and its destination were invis- 
ible to me. 

At that time, I was five years old and 
didn’t know very much about the world. I 
had never read a book, and could barely 
write Chinese characters, but my head 
was full of questions all the same. For a 
five year old, it was hard to fathom where 
all of that water had come from. Where on 
earth did the river get its water? Where 
was the source? And if the summers here 
were so long and hot, why didn’t the water 
just dry up and disappear? 

Now, at five, the longest distance I 
had traversed was the distance between 
our backyard and my mother’s sweet po- 
tato patch. The river seemed so long in 
comparison; I couldn’t understand how 
anything could possibly be so long. I 
imagined that the river must flow from a 
cave no human had ever visited, a cave 
high up in the mountains, and very prob- 
ably inhabited by faeries. After it passed 
our village, I decided, the river continued 
on its course until it flowed into another 
world, located on the farthest reaches of 
the horizon. It was in this otherworld 
that the waters stopped. And although I 
was sure that this faraway world must 
have people living in it, I was equally 
sure it was no world my parents had ever 
been to. My five-year-old brain was con- 
founded by these mysteries, and I contin- 
ued to puzzle over them for the better 
part of a year. 

Finally one day, I loaded my small 
knapsack with a porcelain bowl and some 
roasted sweet potatoes that I had pilfered 
from the house, and ventured out without 
telling my parents. 


Translated by Sydney Carter 



About Guo Xiaolu 

- the Author 

Twenty-eight year old Guo Xiaolu 
has risen rapidly to become one of 
the most important and sought-after 
young screenwriters in new Chinese 
cinema. Her first novel, Fenfang’s 
Fever, is a marvelously detailed and 
thoughtful exploration of 
contemporary urban female 
consciousness in today’s China. Her 
humorous and highly evocative style 
represents a break from the political 
constraints and recent memories of 
painful class struggle in China, and 
the movement toward a freer, more 
individualistic style in contemporary 
Chinese literature. 

About Sydney Carter 

- the Translator 

Sydney Carter has lived in Asia for 
over a decade, and has worked as a 
freelance writer and translator in both 
China and Japan. She has translated 
films, documentaries, journalistic 
articles, short stories and poetry 
from Chinese into English and, when 
pressed, will reluctantly admit to a 
brief stint translating the Sailor Moon 
comic book series from Japanese into 
English. 

About the Book: 

99.9 Degrees And Rising is 3 novel, 3 

fast-paced swirling narrative that ex- 
plores the emotional life of Fenfang, 
a young woman adrift in Seijing. Fen- 
fang is an actress specializing in bit 
parts - walk-ons, non-speaking roles, 
one-shots that as often as not end up 
on the cutting room floor. Fenfang be- 
comes ensnared in a violent and fiercely 
sexual relationship with a young Chi- 
nese man named Mumu, but at the 
same time, finds herself falling in love 
with Mickey, an American man living in 
Beijing, who seems to offer her the ide- 
al love she has been searching for. Fen- 
fang is both fascinated and repelled 
by Beijing, by its crudeness, fevered 
pitch and brazen masculinity. She wan- 
ders through her life in Seijing as if con- 
sumed by fever, or immersed in a waking 
dream... 

99.9 Degree And Raising 

7° 2>>_ 

By Guo Xiaolu 

Published by Shanxi People’s 
Publishing House in Septem- 
ber, 2000 
Price RMB15.00 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 
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Mikhail Pletnev 


Photos provided by Zhao Xin 


Musical 
Miracles 
Join Forces 


By Zhu Lin 

T wo musical miracles 
will meet at the 
concert “Spring of Tai 
He” held at the Great 
Hall of the People on February 
3 and 4. Li Yundi, first-prize 
winner of the last International 
Chopin Piano Competition in 
2000 will perform alongside 
Mikhail Pletnev, 1978 winner of 
the Tchaikovsky International 
Piano Competition, and director 
of the Russian National 
Orchestra. 

The two are going to play 
Chopin’s first piano concerto in 


E minor, an orchestral version 
arranged by Pletnev himself, in 
the first part of the two days 
of concerts. Pletnev is one of 
the very few classical musicians 
ranked as a world No.l in 
piano playing, conducting and 
also orchestra management. He 
founded the Russian National 
Orchestra in 1990. No other 
orchestra has ever achieved the 
glory of ranking among the 
world’s best with only 11 years 
of history. 

Li Yundi’s success at the 
International Chopin Piano 
Competition caused a real 



Li Yundi 


sensation around China as well 
as the world. On talking about 
his cooperation with Pletnev, 
he said, “It’s a great honor 
and pleasure to collaborate with 
such a talented conductor and 
orchestra. I often listened to 
Pletnev’s CD. I feel his playing is 
very fresh and charming!” 

The concerto and Rossini’s 
Gazza Ladra Overture will be 
played as the first part of the 
concerts for two days. The second 
section will feature Jean Sibelius’ 
Symphony No. 2 on February 3, 
and Peter Tchaikovsky’s Suite 
No.l the following day. 


Folk Singer Extends 
Happiness Forever 



By Zhu Lin 

T ang Can, one of the most suc- 
cessful folk singers in China is 
presenting a combination of 
folk and popular music in her new 
CD Happiness Forever. 

Tang Can is famous for her “ 
sweet voice and stunning looks. In 
1999, she released the video Best 
Wishes for the Motherland , made 
by MTV for China’s 50th birthday, 
and directed by Zhang Yimou. Her 
fame has radiated since then. 

The songs in Happiness Forever fea- 
ture typically southern Chinese tones 
under modern sound effects. On ex- 
plaining the meaning of new folk music, 
Tang said, “What I especially pursue 
in these songs is an amiable mood, 
not technique. In a rhythm familiar 
to most people, the folk tones in 
my singing will sound as natural 
as speaking.” The CD was released 
onto the Beijing market after the 
press conference this Monday. 


Tang Can 



Digital Makes 
No Sense for 
Canvas Art 


By Zhao Pu 

arv igital” is one of the most fre- 
I quently used words of our age. 
X However the popular word has 
failed to stay true to its original meaning 
in an on-going oil painting exhibition in 
Beijing. 

The exhibition, named Fourteen Art- 
ists’ Pictures Show-Digital Times Oil 
Painting, has been held at the Firenze 
Restaurant & Bar at the south gate of 
the Ritan Park (Temple of Sun) from 
January 28, and will last until Febru- 
ary 10. On display will be 30 oil paint- 
ings from 14 young Chinese artists. 

Though the sponsor of the exhibi- 
tion, Poloarts Cultural Transmission 
Corporation, wishes to present a new 


concept of so-called “digital oil painting”, 
neither the attending artists nor the 
viewers of the exhibition appreciated the 
seemingly fashionable idea. 

“Although the art of painting has more 
or less felt the impact of digital technol- 
ogy and various media forms, it’s never- 
theless an absolute and unattached art 
which can hardly be digitalized,” said He 
Jing, one of the 14 artists. 

Even the dubious “digital impact” men- 
tioned by the young artist has been poorly 
appreciated by the viewers. “I see hardly 
anything digital in these paintings, the 
name’s a little absurd,” commented Liu 
Li, a visitor at the bar. The avant-garde 
name has failed in achieving success for 
the exhibition. 


Red Shoes Plant 
Obsession in 
The Heart 

By Zhu Lin 

N othing less than “electric” can describe 
Red Shoes, the drama performed by 
Britain’s Kneehigh Theater. The magic 
shoes kept the sparks flying on Beijing’s stage 
for three days of performance, leaving behind 
them a full box record and reflections on the na- 
ture of obsession. 

After Kneehigh’s delirious performance from 
January 24 to 26, people’s different understand- 
ings about the issue of obsession came out and 
found expression, both from the audience and 
performers. Bee Applebee, actress of The Girl 
said performing the role liberated her own de- 
sire. Under the radiant red shoes’ charm, The 
Girl went crazy showing them off. At that mo- 
ment on the stage, Applebee’s expression and 
gestures transformed her body into that of a lit- 
tle girl lured by the obsession of the moonlight 
world outside her bedroom. 

Emma Rice, the director, said she has always 
been attracted by the story, “It’s so relevant to 
my life that I can talk for hours about it.” Her 
idea was to let the story become flexible and 
personal to each member of the audience, and it 
really worked. 

On seeing The Girl’s feet being cut off by the 
butcher because she couldn’t stop dancing, Han 
Song from the British Council sighed, “I want- 
ed to cry during the show. Everyone has the de- 
sire to show in some way, but when your way 
of showing or what you show can’t be valued by 
the outside, you have to bear cruel punishment 
like The Girl.” 

In the middle of the performance, Lady Lyd- 
ia, the narrator asked, “Is there anyone who can 
forever keep away from obsession?” No answer. 
The eternal question sunk into the depths of ev- 
erybody’s heart, echoing with a sound so loud 
that could only be expressed in silence. 

Everyone has a pair of red shoes under the 
bed. What’s yours? 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

£H&?F!!!Sf£ 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 
Dongcheng District 
29 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

IWEB«P3^| 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel:67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable:Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name, Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 
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New French Restaurant Now Open! 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-9100 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 


Xb 3^ pa m J& 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(01 0)68843388-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
ft,® :(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 PS'MW 

-tfei‘1 h : UXc Ill EtTM l 100 XU 


Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

4LJLin 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


jd: % ^ ^ fisO- 

Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

suit 38 t iMvwum 98 jt 
»+« io firm fRiaiJiM. 
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Get ready for 
Chinese New Year! 
Beijing offers 
numerous 
opportunities to 
enjoy a traditional 
Spring Festival. 


Old 

Beijing 

Street 


By Lydia 

Apart from a Spring 
Festival temple fair, where 
might you go to experience 
the old Beijing customs, with 
a variety of goods or 
performances? One possibility is 
the Old Beijing Street at Xindong’an 
Market, in Wanfujing, an authentic 
recreation of an old style market. 

At the entrance to this basement 
“street” stand sculptures of several Qing 
Dynasty officials of different ranks. 

Next is a miniature compound of 
emperor’s chairs with ministers standing 
by. On hearing the hucksters tempting 
customers in old Beijing style with all 
their wares, you may feel you really 
cannot take it all in. There are about 
40 old famous brand shops along the 
street, all of which were first set up 
in the 18th or 19th century, such as 
the shoe shop Neiliansheng ( i*l the 
hat shop Shengxifu (jH4p§), the silk 
and embroidery store Ruifuxiang (5&%k 
#), the scissors shop Wangmazi (JUflUf ), 
the tea shop Yuanchanghou 
the pastry shop Daoxiangcun CfMp#), 
the Peking Duck restaurant Quanjude ( 
and soy sauce supplier Liubiju 
(yT^vg-). Toys and playthings of old 
Beijing can also be found in abundance, 
such as painted clay figurines, pinwheels, 
rattle-drums and kites. 

Walking along this street you 
will find some other vivid sculptures 
reflecting daily life in old Beijing, with 
both Chinese and English descriptions. 
An accountant in a bookkeeping office, 
a fortune-teller, a street performer 
practicing Rung Fu, an itinerate 
candy-maker, and in one corner, 
two young guys (they are real!) 
dressed in traditional costumes, using 
a traditional technique to make a kind 
of instant Jiaomian (Golden Flour), a 
popular delicacy of Old Beijing. The 
raw materials are sticky rice, black 
rice, Thai fragrant rice, purple rice, 
sesame and peanuts. The fragrant 
aroma attracts many visitors. Another 
surprise is that you can see the 
phoenix decorated sedan chair used 
by the empress when she married 
Emperor Guangxu of the Qing 
Dynasty! 

Add: Xindong’an Market, B/l, 
Wangfujing Business Street, Dongcheng 
District. Open: 9am-9pm. Tel: 
65276688. 


Old Beijing clay figurine - Tu’er Ye (the 
divine figure worshipped at the time of 
the Moon Festival) Photo by Chen Shuyi 




Snuff 

Bottles 


Panjiayuan 



Flea Market 


The Tang Clothes Street 

Opens 

By Jiao Pei 

When people talk about “Chinese fashion”, they are 
usually referring to the styles popular during the Re- 
public of China period early last century. Many top in- 
ternational brands, such as Christine Dior, have clearly 
shown such influences in their designs over the past 
ten years. This trend shows that traditional Chinese 
clothing has great potential in the world market. In 
China too, more and more people are buying traditional 
clothes, especially for the coming Spring Festival. 

Last weekend saw the opening of Tang Clothes 
Street at Qianbaiqian Fashion Plaza at the Hen- 
derson Center, with over 100 shops specializing in 
traditional Chinese style clothing. Those traditional 
outfits that button down the front are known as Tang 
Clothes. Some modifications have been made to tradi- 
tional designs, in deference to changing tastes. Such 
as mandarin gowns (Qipao), a close-fitting woman’s 
dress with high neck and slit skirt, are often cut 
shorter than they once were. Also some fashionable 
factors are sometimes added, such as a thin gauze 
covering over a pure silk cloth, which highlights the 
flowing colors in the sunlight. 

Tangyun Special Shop features over 100 kinds of 
Chinese clothing, and prices range from 
100 to more than 2,000 yuan. Beijing 
Zhuangran Dress & Personal Adorn- 
ment, specializing in more colorful Chi- 
nese style clothes, is situated at No. 024 
of Area Bl. Most of the clothes there 
are currently discounted by 55%. You 
can pick up a short mandarin gown for 
200 yuan, and a cotton-padded jacket 
for around 300 yuan. 

Add: Bl, B2, Qianbaiqian (kfUkjj 
Fashion Plaza, Henderson Center, East 
Chang’an Avenue, Dongcheng District. 

Open: 10am-9pm. Tel: 65188006. 


By Lydia 

When tobacco was introduced to China from 
Europe at the end of the 16th century, it was at 
first only smoked in pipes. After the establish- 
ment of the Qing dynasty in 1644, people began 
using it in its intended manner, because the new 
Qing rulers banned the smoking of tobacco. Tak- 
ing snuff was not only acceptable; it was consid- 
ered good for one’s health. The powdered tobacco 
was kept in bottles, rather than the boxes that 
were used in Europe. By the end of the 17th 
century, snuff and snuff bottles were firmly en- 
twined in the social rituals of the upper classes. 
These days, people in Tibet and Mongolia still 
keep the custom of using snuff bottles. 

Snuff bottles are made from a wide variety 
of materials, including glass, 
porcelain, jade, ivory, coral, lac- 
quer, amber, wood, crystal and 
agate. Among the most distinc- 
tive are the glass snuff bottles 
painted on the inside. Crafts- 
men use a bent-tipped bamboo 
brush to paint the inside of the 
bottles. It takes a very special 
skill, because the bottle is small with a narrow 
neck. The paintings are usually of flowers, birds, 
landscape, calligraphy and beautiful women. 

It is said that Chinese snuff bottles first at- 
tracted the attention of westerners about 200 
years ago, and they quickly became highly popu- 
lar. At that time, with the open trade between 
China and the rest of the world, foreign officials, 
businessmen, scholars and missionaries collect- 
ed snuff bottles in China, often exhibiting them 
when they returned to their homes. 

Nowadays these exquisite bottles are 
popular the world over, and they 
are one of the best sellers at 
Panjiayuan market. Peo- 
ple collect them, or buy 
them as gifts to take 
home with them. You 
can pick up boxed 
sets of four ‘new’ an- 
tique glass snuff bot- 
tles, the kind with 
the painting on the 
inside, for 20 to 40 
yuan if you bargain 
hard. Genuine antiques 
are rather harder to find, you 
might start your search by contact- 
ing some of the store owners in the An- 
tique Hall. Of course one of these will cost you 
several thousand yuan, or even more. 

Add: Beijing Panjiayuan Flea Market, beside 
south part of East Third Ring Road, Chaoyang 
District. 

Open: Area A, B, C, D 8am-5pm, Sat & Sun; 
Antique Hall, daily. 


Shaanxi 

Noodles 




Photos by Chen Shuyi 


By Lydia 

It is well known that Northerners, especially 
Beijingers, are fond of cooked wheaten food. Just as 
rice is the staple for Southerners, most Beijingers 
feel their dietary intake is incomplete if they go 
for a day without eating noodles, pancakes, steamed 
buns or dumplings. Since the beginning of the 1990s, 
many noodle restaurant chains have sprung up like 
mushrooms in the streets and lanes of Beijing, such 
as Lanzhou Lamian (hand-pulled noodle), Sichuan 
Dandanmian (spicy noodle) and Shanxi Daoxiaomian 
(peeled noodle). 

However not so many people might be familiar 
with genuine Shaanxi style noodles. Yang Ling 
Noodle Restaurant, tucked away in a side-street near 
Xiaozhuang ('h/L), is a restaurant that is always busy, 
especially at lunch and dinner times, when there is 
often a queue at the door. The restaurant is decorated 
in distinctive Shaanxi flavor, with bright red-painted 
windows, tables and backless benches. 

Shaanxi noodles are almost as wide as leather 
belt. Rural people there lead hard lives, and they 
don’t like spending too much time preparing food. 
Thus the course leather-belt noodles are a symbol 
of local Shaanxi food. Peasants in Shaanxi also 
like to use huge blue and white porcelain bowls, 
which are always 25 centimeters in diameter. 
According to the owner, the bowls used in the 
restaurant are all brought from Shaanxi. He 
says some customers come for the noodles after 
only hearing about these bowls. 

Apart from leather-belt noodles, the 
restaurant also offers Whistle Noodles (the name 
comes from the sound people make when eating 
them), Greasy Noodles, Stick-like Noodles, Hand- 
pulled Noodles, Fried Noodles and noodles served 
with soy sauce or sesame paste. There are altogether 
20 kinds of noodles on the menu. The prices here are 
also an attraction; you can fill your stomach for no 
more than 10 yuan. The small cozy restaurant not 
only serves Shaanxi noodle, but also Shaanxi culture, 
with posters hanging on the wall introducing the 
top 10 strangest dishes and customs of the province, 
including the belt-like noodles, pancakes like the lid 
of a cooking pot, hot pepper as the main course, using 
bricks as pillows and squatting on a chair rather 
than sitting in it. If this has whetted your appetite 
for something a little different, why not head there 
for dinner tonight? 

Add: Yang Ling Shaanxi Noodle Restaurant (#/jt 
f ), 19 Shuizhuizi Xili £), Chaoyang 

District. Open: 10:30am-l 1:30pm. Tel: 85988034. 

What’s your favorite shop, stand, bar or restaurant? 
We will be very happy to share your experience with all 
our readers and don’t forget, a mystery gift is waiting for 
you if we print your story. Please contact us at 65902524 
or 13910916642. Email: shopping@ynet.com. 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 

AD PLACECr^rt®) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 


Technique and culture communication 

♦ HI l^f S M 

International investigation and financing 

♦ > m r > h 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

♦ m & &&#» > 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 


rWSfciS AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 




BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

itohdtsimffiMEmidtlS 2 • 

^te±)in 6 M 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


: mm 

SiE&JMttSJlk&o 

The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m±: i 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDI AN, BEIJING. 
%i£: 68313388 57107-57109 88371521 If 68342761 



CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 
Tel:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 


pi BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company I 

RE'NEDIA ^ 

A well-known professioned company 
We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
% ★ Buying Representative 

3 Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

| TEL: 88552081 

* FAX:88552079 

| MOBILE: 13601226884 

L E-mail: pieere@sina.com 

*Xp v*# V** V*# V* 


AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦ Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 


Tel: 13701378266 
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DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


l 


*600 X 600dpi »Afn$it±5 

*1T 5K* EH B* I’BJ : 3.9 & 

: 4 >~. P 90 %S> 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUTrLess than 90 Seconds 

> 32IVI B Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING K0NICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Tel: 63465432 63464797 MP: 13901151799 ttMM: 63448206 Post:100054 

Add : Room 3A407,Pcngrun Jiayuan(lj;|l^i|),Caihuymg Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 
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How to Sign an 
Additional Contract? 



By WangDandan 

It is a well-known fact that de- 
velopers in Beijing are reluctant to 
sign additional contracts regard- 
ing the purchase of apartments. 

However, here are some exam- 
ples of some such contracts signed by 
developers, which might be of some 
help to prospective homebuyers. 
Can you quit the house if 
you cannot get a bank loan? 

According to a contract exam- 
ple approved by the Ministry of 
Construction, if the purchaser fails 
to obtain a bank loan, it is up to 
the developer to decide what to do. 
This can put purchasers at a dis- 
advantage. 

Here is an example of an addi- 
tional contract that gives the pur- 
chaser the right to decide what to 
do should this situation arise. 

The contract from Dongjing In- 
ternational Apartments says that if 
the purchaser is refused by the bank 
after he offers all the relevant docu- 
ments and cannot get a loan, he can 
choose to quit the apartment. 

But this should be within 30 
days after the developer receives 
the written notice of failure to se- 
cure the loan from both the bank 
and the purchaser. 

Dongjing will return the down 
payment without interest and with 
0.5% stamp fee deducted. 

Will the deposit be 
returned? 

Most developers would verbal- 
ly promise to return the deposit, 


however, this is not written in the 
contract. 

When asked why not print this 
on the contract, they would explain 
that the Ministry of Construction 
already regulates that the deposit 
should be returned and there is no 
need to print it on the contract. 

But the Ministry of Construc- 
tion also regulates that the depos- 
it will not necessarily be returned 
if there is a problem between the 
purchaser and the developer. 

A contract from the Beijing 
City Construction Group says 


that if the purchaser does not 
agree with the contract or the 
apartment, he can quit the house 
and have the deposit returned 
within five days of signing the 
purchase agreement. 

Specify the facilities and 
environment when the pur- 
chasers move in 

Most disputes between develop- 
ers and purchasers when deliver- 
ing the apartments are to do with 
facilities and environment. 

Will developers detail the stan- 
dard of environment and relevant 


facilities on the contract? 

A contract from Autumn Spring 
says that the developer should of- 
fer the following facilities to pur- 
chasers in June 2003, when the 
project is complete: security system 
(including cameras on all entranc- 
es, fire prevention system, club, 
swimming pool, underground car 
park and a minimum of 30% grass- 
land in the area. 

Print the verbal promise on 
the additional contract 

In order to sell the apartment, 
sales people make many promis- 
es, however when the purchaser 
moves into the building, these 
promises are often broken. 

A contract from Spring’s Vital- 
ity says that if the gas is not avail- 
able at the time the purchaser 
moves in, the property manage- 
ment company would provide gas 
bottles to the purchaser. 
Individual additional con- 
tracts 

There are not many examples of 
this. Wanhao Guoji allows purchas- 
ers to draw up additional contracts 
themselves, to be later approved 
by the developer. 

Even so, most developers are 
reluctant to sign additional con- 
tracts and some even ask for the 
deposit first, and then show the 
contract. 

There are also cases where the 
developer has agreed to offer an 
additional contract, but it contains 
some irrational rules. 


Apartment Prices 


High-end Apartments 

The St. Regis 
Rental Range: 

$3,200-10,500 
Description: Brand new, 
fully furnished serviced 
apartments, range from 1 
bed to 4 beds, with net 
sqm range from 58. 13 m2 to 
189.01m2. 

Location: Chaoyang Dis- 

trict. 20 minutes drive to 
airport. 

Facilities: Gym, sauna, in- 
door swimming pool, Spa. 
Pool, billiard, children’s 
playground, restaurant, con- 
ference room, beauty salon, 
flower shop, golf training 
center. 

Lido Courts Apartments 
Rental Range: $2,200 - 
9,000 

Description: Complex in- 
cludes Holiday Inn Lido 
Hotel, serviced and non- 
serviced apartments (newly 
renovated) and offices. With 
364 units in total, ranging 
from studio to 5 beds, around 
68 to 356 gross sqm. 
Location: Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Close to Airport Ex- 
pressway. 

Facilities: Country club, in- 
ternational schools, drug- 
store, starbucks, deli, post 
office and more. 

Medium-end Apart- 
ments 

East Gate Plaza Apart- 
ments 

Rental Range: $2,450 - 
8,300 

Description: European 

style interior with open 
kitchens. Extensive indoor 
shopping plaza. 332 units 
in total, 2 beds to 4 beds, 
135 to 319 gross sqm. 
Location: Dongcheng Dis- 
trict. Close to 2nd Ring 
Road. 

Facilities: Health club, sau- 
na, swimming pool, super- 
market, shopping center, 
bank, post office and more. 


Landmark Towers Apart- 
ments 

Rental Range: $1,350 - 
4,900 

Description: Within the 
complex is a small shopping 
arcade. All are serviced 
apartments with hotel style 
accommodations. 248 units 
in total, 1-3 beds, 42-153 net 
sqm. 

Location: Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Near Lufthansa Shop- 
ping Center. 

Facilities: Health club, 

swimming pool, tennis 
court, restaurants, bank, su- 
permarket, playground. 

Low-end Apartments 

Ju Long 

Rental Range: $1,000- 

5,000 

Description: Villas and 
apartments available. 398 
units, 1-4 beds, 105-347 
sqm. 

Location: Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Near Worker’s Stadi- 
um and Swissotel. 
Facilities: Sauna, health 
club, billiards, table tennis, 
restaurants, function room, 
conference, and more. 

Warwick International 
Apartments 

Rental Range: $700 - 

1,600 

Description: Serviced 

apartment with large win- 
dows and open kitchen. Sit- 
uated in a courtyard setting. 
Convenient outdoor park- 
ing. With 152 units, 34-78 
net sqm, Studio to 2 beds. 
Location: Chongwen Dis- 
trict. Near 2nd Ring Road. 
Facilities: Gym, coffee shop, 
and picnic area. 

The above information is 
for reference only and pro- 
vided by DTZ Debenham Tie 
Leung. 

For further information, 
please go to www.dtz.com 
or www.dtz.bj.cn, or 
residential@dtz. bj.cn 


Official’s Hat Armchair 


By Wang Dandan/ Wang Yang 

Have you noticed that modern 
furniture often employs classical 
Chinese style? 

The purpose of this column is 
to tell the history of traditional 
furniture. You are also welcome 
to write to us with que- 
ries about any such fur- 
niture. 

High backed arm- 
chairs made of a soft 
wood called Sichutou 
Guanmaoyi (official’s hat 
armchair with four-pro- 
truding ends) were very popular 



Official’s Hat Armchair 
With Four -protruding Ends 


Photo by Wang Dandan 


during the Ming Dynasty. 

Because the four ends of the 
chair protrude in a way similar to 
the shape of a court official’s hat, 
such chairs are known as official’s 
hat armchairs. 

During the Ming and Qing Dy- 
nasties, educated people 
were held in very high re- 
gard, and their taste domi- 
nated the style of the whole 
society. 

During the Ming Dy- 
nasty especially, great 
emphasis was placed on 
the development of an harmoni- 
ous relationship with nature. 

This style of chair, with its ex- 
tended lines, was perceived to do 
just this, and so enjoyed great 
popularity. 

At that time, they were usu- 
ally made of pear tree wood and 
featured a yellow flower pat- 
tern. 

In early versions of the chair, 
the back was usually made of 
one plank, however toward the 
end of the Ming Dynasty and in 
the early Qing Dynasty, several 
connected planks were more of- 
ten used. 

One of the great features of 
the chair is that its back is ratio- 
nally designed to fit the curve of 
the back of the person sitting in 
it. 

Special thanks to Guanfu 
Classic Art Museum. 


Home 
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Furnishing 


\ 

Guest 

Target: Grand Hyatt Beijing 
When: 17:30-18:00, Tuesday, Jan. 29 th 
QiHz Hotel Detective: Li Dan 


Ron Black, U.S. 

I like the underground shop- 
ping mall here. It’s my expec- 
tation to live here because the 
Grand Hyatt is world known. The 
relaxing areas in the hall provide 
Gigondas wine, which is my fa- 
vorite and from France where I 
used to live. 

Kumiko Sugaya, Japan 

There are many Grand Hyatt 
hotels in Japan thus I choose to 
live here. It’s very new, modern 
and comfortable. 


Colin Bates, England 

Before I came I knew it’s a 
brand-new hotel with a central 
location in town. I can do lots of 
things and enjoy myself. Besides, 
I like the alarm clock in the room. 
It’s only a very simple clock but I 
like being able to wake myself by 
it. 

Anonymous, U.S. 

I live here because it’s close to 
where I work - Cisco. The service 
here is very good. I like the trop- 
ical-style swimming pool. It is so 
beautiful. J 


How Much 
Would You 
Pay to Rent 
An Office 



By Wang Dandan 

Following our report in the last two weeks on office locations 
and facilities, here is the final installment, cost. How much you 
should pay per square meter to rent your new office? 

Rent at Beijing Ocean Plaza is about $35 per month, including 
property management fees. An underground parking space costs 
$100 per month and there is no charge extra for telephone lines. As 
for fitting out your office, you can negotiate with the office building 
to see if you have to return to the original situation. 

Rent at Oriental Plaza is $34, plus $3.50 for property manage- 
ment fees per month. Other fees should be negotiated with the 
management. 

Rent at China Resources Building is about $30, plus $3.80 for 
property management fees per month. A parking space costs $100 
per month and additional telephone lines cost $30/line/month. 

Rent at the Kerry Center is $41.50 per month, including prop- 
erty management fees. One parking space costs $110 per month 
and extra phone lines cost 1,240 yuan/line/month. 

Rent at Sun Flower Tower is $28, including property manage- 
ment fees. An underground parking space costs $150 per month 
and there is a charge of 40 yuan/line/month for each telephone 
line. 

Rent at Raycom Infotech Park Tower ranges from $25 - $30, 
with $3 property management fee per month. Underground park- 
ing spaces costs 850 yuan, above ground parking spaces cost 400 
yuan per month. There is also a charge of 45 yuan/line/month for 
each telephone line. 

Redecoration fees (not including furniture): $12,000 for 200 
square menters including partitions, carpet and false ceiling. 

This is for reference only and there might be a little difference 
when you negotiate with office buildings. 



When a Project Is Transferred? 

By Wang Dandan/ Lei Deqin 

James Young signed a contract with a devel- 
oper to buy an apartment. The apartment cost 
nearly 800,000 yuan. 

After he signed the contract, James paid 95% 
Legal Aid of the total price. The apartment should have 
been available to James on January 15, 2002. 

But when he tried to move into the apart- 
ment, he found it had been sold to someone else three months ear- 
lier. 

James then asked the developer to either return the payment 
or provide him with another apartment, but the developer re- 
fused. 

During this period, the developer, which had met with financial 
problems, transferred all its debt and legal rights of operating the 
projects to another company. James then discussed with the sec- 
ond company, who put him off with all kinds of excuses. 

James then went to court and sued both companies. However, 
during the investigation by the court, the first company was found 
to have breached the law and its property was seized by the 
Beijing Public Security Bureau. 

Assistant judge of the Beijing Second People’s Court, Yan Ming, 
explains that James could only sue the second company. 

According to China’s contract law, when a company transfers 
its projects to a second company, that company becomes respon- 
sible for all business matters related to the first company, includ- 
ing its debt. 

The contract James signed with the first company is still valid 
between James and the second company. So it is that company’s 
responsibility to either return the payment or provide James with 
another apartment. 

Xu Chendi, lawyer with Zhongsheng Law Firm, suggests that 
it is a good idea to engage a lawyer when buying an apartment. 

This can greatly facilitate the solving of any dispute, especially 
if there is any such changes on the developer’s side. 

“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: 

What kind of difficulties do you encounter when 

looking for housing in Beijing? What kind of infor- 
mation do you need? What can we help you with? 

Our E-mail: housing@ynet.com 

Tel: 65902522 Fax: 65902525 
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Activities 


ImusicI 


Performance 


Tang Dynasty is Back 

After a break of several years 
Tang Dynasty are back. If you 
are familiar with the band, come 
to see how they have changed 
and grown, if you are not, just 
rock yourself here! Where: Get 
Lucky Bar, Taiyangong, east of 
Uni. Of International Business 
and Economics, near Taiyang 
Market. When: Feb 2, 9pm. Tel: 
64299109. 

Jazz Bar 

For Jazz lovers, this is the only 
address in town. Angel Jazz Band 


performs live in a cozy atmo- 
sphere. Where: 2 Dongjiao Minx- 
iang, Hotel Xinqiao, Dongcheng 
District. When: daily, 7:15 pm 
- midnight. Tel: 65133366 ext 
2015. 

Sweetness 

Newly opened by the owner 
of Friend’s Club, rock star Zang 
Tianshuo. Australian-Chinese DJ 
Chozzie mixes here every other 
weekend. Where: 19 Liangmaq- 
iaolu, Chaoyang District. When: 
llpm-late. Tel: 84562899. 


Traditional Chinese Auspicious De- 
signs 

An introduction to those beautiful 
and mysterious patterns that can be 
seen in so many facets of life here. One 
of a series of talks on traditional Chi- 
nese culture. With English interpreter. 
Where: Multi-function hall at Beijing 
Language and Cultural Center for 
Diplomatic Missions, No. 7 Sanlitun 
Beixiaojie. When: Feb 23th, 7:30 pm- 
9:30pm. Admission: 180, 200 yuan. 
Tel: 65323005/65324303. Registration 
open now. 


Piano Concert 

By pianist Sheng Zhonguo and his wife. 
Where: National Library Concert Hall, 33 
Zhongguancun Nandajie, Haidian District. 
When: Feb. 5, 7:30pm. Admission: 40-180 
yuan. Tel: 88545348. 

Chinese Minority Golden Songs Concert 

Performed by the Central Minority 
Song & Dance Troupe. Where: National 
Library Concert Hall, 33 Zhongguancun 
Nandajie, Haidian District. When: Feb. 
6, 7:30pm. Admission: 30-260 yuan. Tel: 
88545348. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520. By Priscilla / Lydia 


Li Bai Theme Symphonic Concert 

Music composed by Guo Wenjing, Zhou 
Long, Ma Sicong. Performed by the China 
Symphonic Orchestra. Conductor: Li Xincao. 
Where: Tianqiao Theater, 30 Beiweilu, Xuan- 
wu District. When: Feb. 7, 7:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 60-380 yuan. Tel: 63030300. 


Blues and pop band Swing Fish, Durty Nel- 
lies Irish Pub, Feb. 2, 9 pm, 65022808, The 
Future of Funk, Latin, Jazz and Dub, Left 
Bank (North side of Hou Hai Lake), Feb. 1, 
9 pm 66129300. Blues by Rhythm Dog, Jam 
House, Feb. 1, 9pm, 65063845. 


Hares Event 

Hares: MaoFunction & Ratchucker 

Venue: Mexican Wave at 2:00pm or 
Ditan Park (north gate) at 2:30pm. 

More info: RDRhead@uop.com 

International Newcomers Network. 
All international arrivals to Beijing are 
welcome to attend this chance to meet 
new people. Coffee, conversation and 
learn about life in Beijing. January’s 
guest speaker will discuss Chinese fes- 
tivals, holidays and customs. Monday 
10 am - noon, January 28th, Function 
room, level 3 Athletic Center, Capital 
Mansions. 

Contact: innchn@bigfoot.com 


Shadow Puppet Exhibition 

Works by Liu Jilin and oth- 
ers collected by the National 
Museum of Fine Arts. Some 
date back to the Ming and 
Qing dynasty. Beijing in Paint- 
ers’ Minds - Joint Oil Painting 
Exhibition by Wu Jinan, Zhao 
Yanchao and Gao Yuwu. Beauty 
in Beijing - Old Drinking Sets, 
Toys and Fish Tray Exhibition. 
Collected by Zhang Shouyi and 
Zhang Shouzhi. Where: Yan- 
huang Art Museum, 9 Hui- 
zhonglu, Chaoyang District. 
When: Feb. 8-Mar. 3, 9am- 
4pm. Admission: 5 yuan. Tel: 
64912902. 

New Works Exhibition 

Works by Xu Xi. Xu’s first ex- 
hibition in Beijing after living 
in America for over 10 years. 
His works feature cityscapes 
in rain and snow. Where: Me- 
lodic Gallery, 14 Jianwaidajie, 
opposite the Friendship Store. 
When: Feb. 1-28, 9am-5pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 65158123. 


Works by Liu Baomin, Xiao 
Peng, Li Chunyao, Lao Dao, 
Xiao Se and others. Where: 
East hall of Wan Fung Gallery, 
136 Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. When: Feb, 9am-5pm. 
Admission: free. Tel: 

65233320. 

Winter Show - The Four Sea- 
sons 

Works by Xu Hongmin, Yin 
Chaoyang, Wang Xingwei, Duan 
Jianyu, Zheng Guogu. Where: 
IF, China Art Archives & 
Warehouse, east side of Tied- 
aoqiao, Caochangdi Cun, Cha- 
oyang District. When: till 

March, 2-5pm, Wed-Sun. Tel: 
84565152. 


Joint Exhibition for Spring Fes 
tival 


Works by Shen Daohong, Li- 
ang Yan, Feng Yiming, Feng 
Linzhang and others. Where: 
West hall of Wan Fung Art Gal- 
lery, 136 Nanchizi Dajie, Don- 
cheng District. 


Super Football Fans? 

The ClubFootball Bar, Beijing’s pace- 
setting football, theme bar & restau- 
rant. Big Screen. Exclusive memorabilia 
signed by some of the world’s top play- 
ers. Unique, international menu. And, 
from World Cup Qualifiers to the Eng- 
lish Premiership, UEFA Champions 
League to the Spanish Primera - we’ve 
got it all! 

Feb 2: Derby County vs Tottenham, 
7 :55 pm; Feb 3: Leeds vs Liverpool, 7 :55 
pm; Rugby 5/6 Nations Champ’s Ire- 
land vs. Wales, 10 pm; Middlesbrough 
vs Charlton, 11:55 pm. All Live & Eng- 
lish Premiership! 

Add: No. 10 Taipingzhuang, near 
Red House Hotel, Chunxiulu, Dongzhi- 
menwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. Tel: 
64150988/64167786. 

Spring Festival parties around Chaoy- 
ang Park 

Enjoy the fun of Carnival at Chi- 
nese New Year - the traditional festive 
season. Stunning masks and costumes 
from Venice, Italian games and orig- 
inal food and drinks from Mardi 
Gras, New Orleans. From 12-2pm, 
enjoy fashion shows, Valentine’s Day 
chocolate show, Koelsch Beer and 
more! Where: Chaoyang Park, Chaoy- 
ang Dostrict. Tel: book now! Contact 
65056575. 


Harry Potter 

The young hero of four (so far) wildly 
popular books, the first of which has been 
adapted into an even more wildly popular 
movie. Harry is a young English wizard, 
who fights bravely against the forces of 
evil. The movie, a hugely hyped fantasy, 
has weaved magic in North American box 
office, whipping up a record $93.5 million 
in the first three days after its release. It 
will premiere in Beijing on Jan 30. 


Shooting and Archery 

Beijing Shenjian Sports Cen- 
ter (jb + '^), Ximach- 

ang Beikou, Fengtai District, 
lpm- lam, 50 yuan/per hour. Tel: 
67538114. 

Capital Archery Sports Club (TjC 
North Gate of 
Worker’s Stadium, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Tel: 65936183. 

Olympic Sports Center Paint- 
ball Strick Range (Jlf^ IS 

^ ), 1 Andinglu, 

Chaoyang District, about 10,000 
square meters, 80 yuan/30 bul- 


lets, 8:30-4:30pm. Tel: 64921603. 

Wangfangting Paintball 
Sports ground (77 
i#), inside Wangfangting Park, 
Yangqiaoxi, South Third Ring 
Road, Tel: 87297320. 

Hike on the Wall 

Where: Huairou County, 

north of Beijing. Walking time: 
three - four hours. Difficulty: 
3-5 (reasonably easy to relatively 
difficult). What to take and wear: 
Daypack, water, lunch, good hik- 
ing boots, hat, gloves, scarf, lay- 
ered clothing, windbreaker. Cost: 
100 yuan including hot drinks 
and snacks. (Will be collected on 
the bus). When: Feb. 2. 

BJ Hikers is open to ev- 
eryone. To sign up, Email 
bjhikers@yahoo.co.uk or call Hui- 
lin at 13701003694. 


Rose Date - Comprehensive Evening Party 

Altogether three parts, 10:30 pm- 
12:30am, Chinese Love Songs Chorus Con- 
cert; lam-2:30am, Romantic Lovers Night 
Dance Party, with live band; 2:30am-6am, 
two movies, Wedding Singer & Shrek. 
Where: National Library Concert Hall, 
33 Zhonguancun Nandajie, Haidian Dis- 
trict. When: Feb. 14, 10:30pm-Feb. 15, 6am. 
Admission: 80-200 yuan. Tel: 88545731, 
88545501. 


Spring Festival Art Works Ex- 
hibition 

Over 30 oils and watercolors 
Where: Qin Gallery, 38A Fang- 
caodi Beijie, Chaoyang District. 
When: Feb. 1-16, 9am-5pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 65074062. 




Gitano’s Love 


By Hungarian Stars Operetta Theater. 
The company’s first public performance in 
China. Where: Century Theater, 40 Liang- 
maqiaolu, Chaoyang District. When: Feb. 
1-7, 7:30pm. Admission: 120-680 yuan, 
680 and 1,500 yuan VIP. Tel: 65593815, 
65593786. 


(English subtitles) 

Where: Cultural Office, Italian Em- 
bassy, 2 Dong’erjie, Sanlitun. When: Feb. 
7, 7 pm, free. Tel: 65322187 or email 
italcult@public.bta.net.cn 


SJ 

Chinese Rock & Roll 

Bands: Tookoo, Sha Lu, Sofy’s Garden, 
Forest and Zoo. Where: Honey Disco Bar, 
Xiqiao Hotel, bus 111, 105, 808 to Xinkai 
Hutong. When: Feb. 8, 9:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 30 yuan (including one beverage). 
Tel: 68154488-38055. 

Music at Bars 

Sha Lu, Zhi Xi, Feb. 1; Tang Dynasty, 
the Silver Dust, Feb. 2; Gong Bing, Evening 
News, Feb. 8, Get Lucky Bar, 64299109. 
Afanti, Feb. 2, 9pm, Jam House, 65063845. 


Jazz 

American eight-piece jazz band String of 
Pearls, which appeared in Beijing Interna- 
tional Jazz Festival last year. Where: Mi- 
nority Cultural Palace Theater, bus 7, 10, 
15. When: Feb. 13, 7:30pm. Admission: 
80-380 yuan, 500 yuan VIP. Tel: 66059881. 

Chinese Classical New Year Concert 

By China Song & Dance Opera Theater. 
Where: National Library Concert Hall, 33 
Zhonguancun Nandajie, Haidian District. 
When: Feb. 10, 7:30pm. Admission: 30-180 
yuan. Tel: 88545348. 


Burst with Joy Exhibition 

Featuring the still flowers 
paintings by 16 artists, as Chen 
Junde, Duan Zhengqu, Xu Min, 
Li Jiangfeng. Where: Soka Art 
Center, corner of the Xiushui 
Dongjie and RitanDongyijie, 
100 meters from the British 
Embassy. Changing Tradition 
- Exhibition by Gu Liming. 
He created abstract art by us- 
ing western style of creation. 
When: Feb. 2-Mar. 3. (closed 
from Feb. 9-18 for the Spring 
Festival), 10am-9pm, closed 
Mon. Admission: free. Tel: 
65860344. 


Puerto Escondido (Ita- 
ly 1992) 

Director: Gabriele 

Salvatores. Mario leads a normal life, work- 
ing in a Milan bank. His daily routine is 
shattered when he witnesses a murder and 
is shot himself by the killer, a deranged po- 
lice commissioner. He teams up with Alex 
and Anita, a couple of Italians who lead 
him on a series of adventures and encoun- 
ters with drug dealers, corrupt police offi- 
cers and other weird characters. 


Last Year at Marienbad 


style European art film. 
Where: Space for Imag- 
ination Coffee House 


and The loft. When: 


Feb. 9, 7pm, Space for 
Imagination Coffee 
House; Feb. 10, 3pm, 
The Loft. Tel: 


62791280, 65065592. 


Directed by Alain 
Resnais, 1961. Starring 
Delphine Seyrig, Gior- 
gio Albertazzi, Sacha 
Pitoeff. A classic old- 


Saturday clear to cloudy — 

February 2 Max: 8C. Min: -5C. 

Sunday 
February 3 ^ 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 6C. Min: -5C. 

Monday 
February 4 ^ 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 5C. Min: -4C. 


Tuesday 

February 5 

Cloudy to overcast, 

sleet 

Max: 4C. Min: -4C. 

Wednesday ^ 

February 6 

Overcast, sleet to 

cloudy 

Max: 3C. Min: -3C. 

Thursday ^ 
February 7 

Clear to clear 
Max: 5C. Min: -6C. 

Friday 

February 8 ^ 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 5C. Min: -4C. 


0SB8 


Exhibitions 


EM30 


Happy Times (Xing Fu Shi Guang) 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, Sino- Jap- 
anese Exchange Youth Center, 40 Liang- 
maqiaolu, 1 km east of the Kempinski 
Hotel. When: Feb. 1, 8pm. Tel: 64663311. 
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Cultural Tour 



Old Japanese bank on the corner ofZhengyilu and Jiaomin Alley 


Photos by East 


The Foreigner’s 
Hutong 



A building of the old Belgian Em- 
bassy 



Grand hall at the old Belgian Em- 
bassy 



Behind the old iron gate, the Cath- 
olic Church complex is kept in- 
tact 



Have a happy lunch hour at the 
old French post office 


By Jiang Zhong 

D uring the Ming and Qing 
dynasties, central Beijing 
fell under the administra- 
tion of two counties. The 
area east of what is now Tian’anmen 
Square was governed by Wanping 
County, while the part to the west of 
the square came under the jurisdic- 
tion of Daxing County Up until the 
end of the Qing Dynasty, an alley at 
the conjunction of these two jurisdic- 
tions was Beijing’s embassy district. 
Neither Wanping County nor Daxing 
County, or even the Qing government 
itself could intervene in affairs here. 

Jiangmi Hutong (Alley), now Jiao- 
min Hutong ($:K^|), came into being 
in the Yuan Dynasty when construc- 
tion first began on the Forbidden City. 
At that time, a canal ran along the 
eastern wall of the Forbidden City. 
Running from Jishuitan in the north 
of Beijing, it flowed into 
the Tonghui Canal, which 
connected the north and 
south Grand Canals, and 
via which all manner of 
goods were shipped to the 
■ ‘ * emperors’ palace. 

The ships anchored in 
the outer city, mainly 
around the area of today’s 
Jiaomin Alley. As one of 
the most important goods 
to pass through the city 
gates was jiangmi (pol- 
ished glutinous rice), a favourite of 
the nobles, the alley became known 
as Jiangmi Alley. Much later, towards 
the end of the Qing Dynasty, an offi- 
cial decided the name “Polished Gluti- 
nous Rice Alley” was a little vulgar for 
a place of such importance, and the 
name was changed to Jiaomin Alley, 
similar in pronunciation, but far more 
distinguished in tone. 

Jiangmi Alley was bisected by 
Zhengyangmen Street. The eastern 
half was named East Jiangmi Alley 
and the western, West Jiangmi Alley. 
When the third Ming Dynasty Emper- 
or Zhuli moved the capital of his king- 
dom back to Beijing in 1421, he also 
expanded the coverage of the inner 
city, including in it Jiangmi Alley, by 
that time the longest street in Beijing. 

Owing to its key location next to 
Zhengyangmen Tower, the entrance 
to the Forbidden City, Jiangmi Alley 
was once filled with temples, court 
departments, imperial members’ resi- 
dences, and guildhalls. In 
both the Ming and Qing 
dynasties, East Jiaomin 
Alley functioned as the 
government’s foreign li- 
aison centre. The de- 
partments dealing with 
foreign affairs and eth- 
ical problems were all 
concentrated here, while 
foreign envoys and rep- 
resentatives of national 
minorities lived in the 
Huitongguan (Liaison Ho- 
tel). There was also a 
translation department set up here. 



In 1694, the envoy of the Russian 
government signed a contract with 
the Qing government on the building 
of trade relations between the two 
countries. In the same year, the Rus- 
sian Hall, which served more or less 
as an embassy, was built in East Jiao- 
min Alley. This was the first foreign 
representative office built for a single 
country in Beijing. 

Since Koreans accounted for the 
majority of the foreign population in 
the alley, the Qing government also 
allowed the construction of a Korean 
Hall. The Mongolians then followed 
suit. 

With the development of relations 
with foreign countries, the Qing gov- 
ernment allowed more and more em- 
bassies to be constructed in the alley. 

On one occasion, the government 
decided all these foreigners were a 
little too close for comfort, with the 
alley just 500 meters south of the 
Forbidden City, and suggested the 
foreign neighbours might like to relo- 
cate their embassies to Yuanmingyu- 
an, (the Garden of Gardens), near 
the Summer Palace, however the in- 
vitation was rejected. After several 
confrontations between the Qing gov- 
ernment and the foreigners culminat- 
ing in the suppression of the Boxer 
Rebellion and the subsequent sign- 
ing of the Xinchou Treaty in 1901 be- 
tween the Qing government and the 
eight allied forces, the foreigners were 
conceded the rights of occupying the 
alley permanently. Local Chinese res- 
idents were forced out and the eight 
allied forces even stationed troops in 
the alley, effectively turning it into 
a foreign concession, with an area of 
around 667,000 square meters. In or- 
der to enhance their economic pres- 
ence in China, some major commercial 
agencies also set up offices in the al- 
ley, such as the National City Bank of 
New York and the U.K’s Hong Kong 
Shanghai Banking Corporation. 


Nowadays, all foreign embassies 
are located in the Beijing’s various 
embassy districts in Chaoyang Dis- 
trict, and East Jiaomin Alley is just 
another quiet Beijing Hutong. 

Bicycle tour at the alley 

For a cyclist, fifteen minutes might 
be enough for a cursory glance at the 
relics that remain. However, if you 
want to escape the noise of the city 
for a while, there are still a few plac- 
es where you can lose yourself in 
the past, at least for a little while. 
You should begin your tour from the 
east end of the alley, finishing up at 
Tian’anmen Square. 

The first stop must be the Catho- 
lic Church that stands by the cross- 
roads at Taijichang Dajie. It remains 
intact, except for the auxiliary build- 
ing, which is now occupied by a pri- 
mary school. Whether you attend a 
mass there or just admire the fancy 
carvings and statues, the 100-year-old 
newly renovated gothic church should 
not be missed. 

Opposite the church lies the old 
complex of the Belgian Embassy, now 
the Zijin Guest House. 

Leaving the old Belgian Embassy, 
ride to the crossroads and turn right 
(north) onto Taijichang Dajie. In this 
street you will find the main build- 
ing of the former Italian Embassy 
at number one. This two-story build- 
ing, now occupied by a government 
department, is well preserved. The 
decoration inside lends the whole 
building an air of magnificence. Bi- 
cycle on northward; turn right (east) 
at the second T-intersection into Tai- 
jichang Toutiao. At the mouth of the 
alley, you will find the French words 
RUE HART (Hart Street) carved on 
the low wall, works of one hundred 
years ago. At number three, you will 
find the old Austrian Embassy, deco- 
rated with magnificently ornate carv- 
ings. Return to Taijichang Dajie and 
ride southward. You will see a sou- 
venir shop on your left just before 
Taijichang Dajie intersection. Named 
Yuzhang Culture & Art Centre, this 
shop sells Chinese knots and other 
art wares rarely seen in other shops, 
such as protective talismans made of 
polymer clay. If you are interested, 
you can try your hand at making one 
of these yourself, under the guidance 
of the shop assistants. The shop actu- 
ally runs courses teaching this skill, 
with classes given by teachers from 
art schools. 

Turn right (west) at the cross- 
roads. You will see the former French 
Embassy at 15 Dongjiaominxiang 
(East Jiaomin Alley). This is the 
largest complex remaining in the al- 
ley. Most buildings inside, including 
the small garden remain unchanged. 
The complex is now occupied by the 
municipal government, and you will 
find alert eyes behind each heavy 
iron gate. 

Heading on westward, an elegant 
building at 19 Dongjiaominxiang will 
catch your eye, immediately recogniz- 
able as a post office. Formerly the 
French Post Office, the building is 
now a restaurant named Jingyuan. 
If you are making your tour around 
mid-day, this is an ideal place to stop 
for lunch. You can eat your meal by 
the window, to the accompaniment 
of beautiful music played on the old 
gramophone, while looking at the el- 
egant western style buildings along 
the tree-lined street. 

After lunch, bicycle on to the second 
crossroads, the intersection of East Ji- 
aomin Alley and Zhengyilu. In Zhen- 
gyilu stands an old Japanese Bank, at 
number A 4, now occupied by Minsh- 
eng Bank. Sitting in the bank, you can 
take a close look at the old decorations 
remained there. 

Continue on along Jiaomin Alley 
to the old Hong Kong Shanghai 
Banking Corporation (No. 34) and 
the National City Bank of New York 
(No. 36) next to each other on your 
left. The Hong Kong Shanghai Bank 
building is currently being restored, 
and it is not possible to go inside. The 
National City Bank of New York is 
now the Police Museum, where there 
are all kinds of interesting historical 
relics on display. 












Stone columns at an ancestral temple 

Wonder for ancient travellers 

By Jiang Zhong 

L iukeng (yjHifO Village in Jiangxi Province 
should be called a large village even today. The 
whole village includes mountains, running rivers and, 
of course, numerous historic relics and old residences. 

Liukeng has a history over 1,000 years and 
was popular with travellers of the Ming and Qing 
dynasties. Xu Xiake, a famous traveller of the 
Ming Dynasty, once wrote in his journal that the 
village housed more than ten thousand grand 
complexes. The description of the village’s scale 
here must be something of an exaggeration, but 
we can see that Xu must have been astonished 
at the village’s grandeur. Xu also noted that the 
majority of Liukeng villagers shared the same 
surname, Dong. This is still the case today. 

Unlike other old villages of the Ming and Qing 
dynasties around China, Liukeng features highly 
defensive walls and watchtowers, more like an 
ancient city. Even more unusual, the village 
features some sixty ancestral temples. This 
phenomenon indicates that the feudal system 
adopted by ancient China had a great influence 
on the villagers’ mind and ideology. 

The villagers of Liukeng were enthusiastic 
advocates of the court examination system. Till the 
early Song Dynasty, some schools were set up in 
the village, and the children were all educated. For 
this reason, people of Liukeng were disproportionally 
successful in the court examinations during the Song 
Dynasty. The records of the village hold detailed 
information about each successful examinee. 

When you travel to Liukeng, do not overlook 
the couplets carved or painted on the gate of 
each residence. These couplets can tell you many 
things about the owners, their social status, 
histories and aspirations; and they were all 
written by great calligraphers of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties. The locals always joked that a 
wise thief should steal the door planks only. 

Getting there: train 1453 from Beijing 
Western Railway Station to Nanchang (departs 
Beijing at 12:15pm, arrived in Nanchang at 
7:30am the next morning), then bus to Liukeng; 
you can enjoy traditional celebrating ceremonies 
there during Spring Festival. 



Strange Rock Carvings at 
Baima Pass Great Wall 

By Rocketman 

T here is no direct evidence linking the rock 
carvings at Baima Pass Great Wall to those 
at Miyun County. However, it should be a must 
for you to try interpreting the strange characters on 
the 50-meter-wide and eight-meter-high rock while 
you are hiking along this section of Great Wall. 

The inscriptions in the rock wall facing the south 
are written in ancient Nepalese, Mongolian and 
Tibetan languages, and all are translations of the 
same Buddhist verses. 

On the slope of the small hill to the east of the 
rock stands a two-meter-high tablet bearing a large 
character in the script of one of the small countries 
that once lay to the west of ancient China. It was 
said to be a ‘‘blending” character implying a veiy 
profound Buddhist doctrine. The two rock carvings are 
indicative of the prosperity of Ming and Qing dynasty 
trade with neighbouring countries in the west. 

Baima Pass Great Wall is a favourite for 
wall enthusiasts, and has a strongly distinctive 
character. To cope with the extremely arduous 
terrain around this area, the ancient engineers 
adopted an ingenious design at Baima Pass. At 
places where the mountain was simply too steep 
to build on, they would reconstruct the actual 
mountain and use it as a natural barrier. So you will 
find quite a few small sections of baseless Great Wall 
featuring the same colour as the mountains nearby. 
Baima Pass tower is badly damaged, only part of its 
south wall and the entrance remain standing. 

For more information visit: 
http://www.thegreatwall.com.cn 



